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Q1

How much does vinyl fencing cost compared to wood in Metro Vancouver?

Vinyl fencing typically costs $35 to $70 per linear foot installed in Metro Vancouver, while wood fencing

ranges from $30 to $80 per linear foot depending on the species. The overlap in pricing makes the comparison

more nuanced than most homeowners expect — vinyl is not always more expensive than wood, especially when

you factor in lifetime costs.

For a standard 6-foot privacy fence, pressure-treated wood runs $30 to $65 per linear foot installed, making it the

cheapest wood option. Western Red Cedar, the premium choice in BC and the most popular wood fence material

in Metro Vancouver, costs $40 to $80 per linear foot installed. A comparable vinyl privacy fence falls in the $35 to

$70 range. So vinyl sits right in between pressure-treated and cedar on upfront cost.

Where vinyl pulls ahead is on lifetime cost. A cedar fence in Metro Vancouver's wet marine climate needs staining

or sealing every 2 to 3 years at $2 to $5 per linear foot — that adds up to $1,000 to $2,500 over a 15-year span for

a typical 100-foot fence. Pressure-treated wood needs the same maintenance schedule. Vinyl needs nothing

beyond an occasional rinse with a garden hose. Over 20 years, a vinyl fence can save you $2,000 to $4,000 in

maintenance costs compared to cedar.

For a 100 linear foot privacy fence — a common project size in Metro Vancouver — here is what you can expect

to pay all-in:

Pressure-treated wood: $3,000 to $6,500 plus ongoing maintenance

Western Red Cedar: $4,000 to $8,000 plus ongoing maintenance

Vinyl/PVC: $3,500 to $7,000 with zero maintenance

The trade-off is aesthetics. Cedar has a warm, natural look that many Metro Vancouver homeowners prefer, and it

can be stained in a range of colours. Vinyl comes in white, tan, grey, and woodgrain finishes, but some

homeowners find it looks less natural. Modern vinyl products have improved significantly in appearance, but cedar

remains the premium aesthetic choice in most Vancouver neighbourhoods.

Durability in Vancouver's climate is another key factor. Vinyl does not absorb moisture, rot, warp, or attract

mould — all serious concerns with wood fences in a region that receives over 1,200mm of annual rainfall. A quality

vinyl fence from a reputable manufacturer carries a 20 to 30 year warranty and can last even longer. Cedar, while

naturally rot-resistant, will still deteriorate without regular sealing and typically lasts 15 to 25 years with proper

maintenance.

If budget is your primary concern, pressure-treated wood gives you the lowest upfront cost. If you want the lowest

total cost over the fence's lifespan with zero maintenance hassle, vinyl is hard to beat. If aesthetics and natural

beauty matter most, cedar is the Metro Vancouver standard. A local fence contractor can provide quotes for all
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three options based on your specific property — Vancouver Fence Builders can match you with fence professionals

for free estimates.

Q2

Does vinyl fencing hold up well in Vancouver's constant rain and humidity?

Vinyl fencing is one of the best-performing fence materials in Vancouver's wet marine climate precisely

because it does not absorb moisture at all. Unlike wood, which swells, warps, cracks, and eventually rots when

exposed to Metro Vancouver's 1,200mm+ of annual rainfall, vinyl is completely impervious to water and humidity.

This is a significant advantage in a region where moisture is the number one enemy of outdoor structures.

Wood fences in Metro Vancouver — even naturally rot-resistant Western Red Cedar — require staining or sealing

every 2 to 3 years to prevent moisture penetration. Pressure-treated wood fences that are not properly maintained

can show significant rot and structural failure within 5 to 8 years in Vancouver's climate. Vinyl simply does not have

this problem. Rain rolls off it, humidity has no effect on its structure, and it will never rot, warp, split, or develop

mould.

Moss and algae growth is common on all outdoor surfaces in Metro Vancouver, and vinyl fences are not immune.

North-facing vinyl fence panels and those under tree canopy will develop green buildup over time, just like any

surface in the Lower Mainland. The difference is that cleaning a vinyl fence is effortless — a garden hose with a

spray nozzle handles light buildup, and a mix of water and mild detergent with a soft brush takes care of heavier

growth. No sanding, no re-staining, no sealing afterward. Compare that to cleaning and refinishing a wood fence,

which is a full weekend project.

UV resistance is the one area where cheaper vinyl products can fall short. Lower-quality vinyl fencing exposed to

direct sun can yellow, become brittle, or develop hairline cracks over several years. Quality vinyl fencing from

reputable manufacturers includes UV stabilizers and titanium dioxide in the formulation that prevent yellowing and

maintain structural integrity. Look for products with a lifetime or 20 to 30 year warranty that specifically covers UV

degradation — this is your assurance that the material will hold up.

Temperature extremes are rarely a concern in Metro Vancouver. Vinyl becomes brittle in severe cold (below -

20C), but Vancouver almost never sees temperatures that low. The Lower Mainland's mild winters — typically

hovering around 0 to 5 degrees Celsius — are well within vinyl's comfort zone. This is another area where

Vancouver's climate actually favours vinyl fencing compared to Prairie or Northern BC locations.
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Wind performance is worth considering, especially on the North Shore or in exposed locations. Vinyl privacy fence

panels are solid and act as wind sails, similar to solid wood panels. In high-wind areas of North Vancouver or West

Vancouver, ensure posts are set at least 2.5 to 3 feet deep with adequate concrete footings, and consider using

closer post spacing of 6 feet instead of the standard 8 feet. Quality vinyl fence systems use aluminum or steel

reinforcement channels inside the rails and posts, adding significant wind resistance.

Overall, vinyl is arguably the ideal fencing material for Metro Vancouver's climate. Its zero-maintenance

performance in wet conditions, combined with the region's mild temperatures that avoid vinyl's cold-weather

weakness, make it an excellent long-term investment. Need help finding a vinyl fence installer? Vancouver Fence

Builders can match you with local professionals for free.

Q3

How long does a vinyl fence typically last in the Lower Mainland climate?

A quality vinyl fence installed in the Lower Mainland typically lasts 25 to 30 years or longer, making it one

of the longest-lasting fence materials available in Metro Vancouver's wet climate. Some well-maintained vinyl

fences exceed 30 years of service life, and the best manufacturers back their products with lifetime warranties.

This longevity is directly tied to vinyl's immunity to moisture damage — the single biggest factor that shortens

fence lifespan in the Lower Mainland. Metro Vancouver receives over 1,200mm of annual rainfall, with some North

Shore areas exceeding 2,000mm. Wood fences absorb this moisture, which causes swelling, warping, cracking,

and eventually rot. Even naturally rot-resistant Western Red Cedar typically lasts 15 to 25 years with diligent

maintenance (staining every 2 to 3 years), and pressure-treated wood fences that are neglected can fail in as few

as 5 to 8 years. Vinyl does not absorb a single drop of moisture, so the Lower Mainland's relentless rain has zero

structural impact on the material.

The quality of the vinyl product matters enormously for longevity. Not all vinyl fencing is created equal.

Premium vinyl fence products contain UV stabilizers and titanium dioxide that prevent yellowing, fading, and

brittleness from sun exposure. They also use virgin PVC resin rather than recycled material, which provides

greater impact resistance and colour consistency. Budget vinyl products may use thinner walls, lower-quality resin,

or insufficient UV protection — these can crack, yellow, or become brittle within 8 to 12 years. When shopping for

vinyl fencing in Metro Vancouver, look for products with wall thickness of at least 0.080 inches for pickets and 0.100

inches for rails, and insist on a warranty of at least 20 years that covers UV degradation, cracking, and colour

change.
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Post and rail reinforcement also affects how long a vinyl fence lasts. Quality vinyl fence systems use aluminum

or galvanized steel inserts inside the posts and bottom rails for structural strength. These reinforcements prevent

the posts from flexing in wind and stop rails from sagging over time. In wind-exposed areas of the Lower Mainland

— the North Shore, elevated lots, and waterfront properties — reinforced posts are essential for long-term

performance.

Installation quality is the other critical factor. Even the best vinyl fence product will fail prematurely if the posts are

set too shallow, the concrete footings are insufficient, or the panels are not properly secured. In the Lower

Mainland's soft, wet soil, vinyl fence posts should be set at least 2 to 2.5 feet deep in concrete, with gravel drainage

below the footing to prevent water from pooling at the base. A professionally installed vinyl fence on properly set

posts will stand straight and true for decades.

What can shorten vinyl fence lifespan in the Lower Mainland? Impact damage is the most common issue — a

falling tree branch, a heavy object striking a panel, or a lawnmower hitting a post can crack vinyl in a way that wood

might only dent. Individual vinyl panels and components can be replaced without removing the entire fence, so

damage to one section does not mean replacing everything. Persistent heavy shade combined with moisture can

encourage moss and algae buildup on vinyl surfaces, but this is purely cosmetic and easily cleaned — it does not

damage the material.

Compared to other fence materials in the Lower Mainland, vinyl's lifespan is hard to beat. Cedar lasts 15 to 25

years with maintenance, pressure-treated wood lasts 10 to 20 years with maintenance, and galvanized chain-link

lasts 15 to 20 years. Only aluminum ornamental fencing rivals vinyl for longevity, lasting 25 to 30+ years. If you

want a fence you can install once and never worry about again, quality vinyl is the strongest choice for the Lower

Mainland climate.
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Q4

How much should I budget for a complete vinyl privacy fence around a 5,000
square foot lot in Burnaby?

For a complete 6-foot vinyl privacy fence around a 5,000 square foot lot in Burnaby, budget $8,000 to

$18,000 installed, depending on the lot shape, terrain, number of gates, and vinyl product quality. Most

Burnaby homeowners with this lot size end up in the $10,000 to $14,000 range for a mid-grade vinyl privacy fence

with one or two gates.

Let me break down how that number comes together. A 5,000 square foot lot in Burnaby typically has a perimeter

of approximately 200 to 280 linear feet, depending on whether the lot is square, rectangular, or irregular. A perfectly

square 5,000 sq ft lot has a perimeter of about 283 feet, while a typical Burnaby rectangular lot (say 50 x 100 feet)

has a perimeter of 300 feet — but you rarely fence the entire front, so the actual fenced perimeter is usually 200 to

250 linear feet once you subtract the front lot line and driveway.

At $35 to $70 per linear foot installed for 6-foot vinyl privacy fencing in Metro Vancouver, here is what those

linear footage ranges cost:

200 linear feet: $7,000 to $14,000

225 linear feet: $7,875 to $15,750

250 linear feet: $8,750 to $17,500

Add at least one pedestrian gate ($200 to $600 installed) and possibly a double gate or wider access gate

($400 to $900 installed) for lawn equipment or backyard access. Gates are often where homeowners underbudget

— a fence without proper gate access is frustrating to live with.

Vinyl product quality drives the cost range more than any other factor. Entry-level vinyl fencing uses thinner walls

and may lack UV stabilizers, costing $35 to $45 per linear foot installed. These products carry shorter warranties

(10 to 15 years) and may yellow or become brittle within a decade in direct sun exposure. Mid-grade vinyl with

reinforced posts and rails, UV protection, and 20 to 25 year warranties runs $45 to $55 per linear foot. Premium

vinyl with aluminum-reinforced posts and rails, lifetime warranty, and superior UV and impact resistance costs $55

to $70 per linear foot. For a fence you want to last 25 to 30 years in Burnaby's climate, mid-grade or better is the

smart investment.

Burnaby-specific considerations that can affect your budget include terrain and access. Many Burnaby

properties have sloped yards, particularly in areas like Burnaby Mountain, Capitol Hill, and the Brentwood to

Hastings corridor. Fencing on slopes requires either stepped panels (stair-stepping each section) or racked panels

(angling the panels to follow the grade). Both add complexity and cost — expect a 15 to 25 percent premium for
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sloped installations over flat-grade work. Properties with difficult access — rear yards only reachable through the

house or down steep paths — also cost more due to manual material carrying.

Old fence removal is another common cost that homeowners overlook. If you are replacing an existing wood or

chain-link fence, removal and disposal adds $3 to $8 per linear foot. For 200 linear feet, that is $600 to $1,600 on

top of the new fence cost.

Burnaby follows standard Metro Vancouver fence bylaws — maximum 1.83 metres (6 feet) in rear and side yards

and 1.22 metres (4 feet) in front yards. Vinyl privacy fencing at 6 feet falls within the limit and typically does not

require a building permit. However, if your property is strata, you must get council approval before any fence work,

even within your lot boundaries.

To get an accurate budget for your specific Burnaby lot, I recommend getting three written quotes from

experienced fence contractors who can assess your property's terrain, access, soil conditions, and existing fence

situation. Vancouver Fence Builders can match you with local fence professionals for free estimates.

Q5

My vinyl fence panel cracked in cold weather — can individual panels be
replaced?

Yes, individual vinyl fence panels can absolutely be replaced without removing or replacing the entire

fence — this is actually one of the major advantages of vinyl fencing systems. Most vinyl fences are designed

as modular systems where panels slide or lock into routed channels in the posts, making single-panel replacement

relatively straightforward for an experienced installer.

Cold-weather cracking is the most common failure mode for vinyl fencing in Metro Vancouver. While

Vancouver's winters are mild compared to the rest of Canada, we do get occasional cold snaps where

temperatures drop to -5°C to -15°C, particularly in inland areas like Langley, Maple Ridge, and the Fraser Valley.

PVC becomes brittle at low temperatures, and impacts that would cause no damage at 15°C can crack or shatter

panels at -10°C. Falling branches during winter storms, wind-blown debris, errant sports equipment, and even a

hard bump from a wheelbarrow can fracture cold vinyl. Higher-quality vinyl fencing uses impact-modified PVC with

additives like acrylic or rubber modifiers that maintain flexibility at lower temperatures — this is worth paying a

premium for in our climate.

Replacement cost for a single vinyl privacy panel (typically 6 ft high x 6-8 ft wide) runs $80-$250 for the

panel itself, plus $100-$200 for professional installation. The total of $180-$450 per panel is significantly
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cheaper than replacing an entire fence run. Matching the replacement panel to your existing fence is the biggest

challenge — vinyl fencing comes in many profiles, colours, and textures, and manufacturers change their product

lines over time. If your fence is from a major manufacturer (such as Bufftech, ActiveYards, or Illusions),

replacement panels are usually available through fencing supply dealers. If your fence is a discontinued or off-

brand product, finding an exact match may require contacting specialty suppliers or accepting a close-but-not-

identical panel.

The replacement process is straightforward for a professional fence installer. The damaged panel is removed

by lifting it out of the post channels (some systems require removing a post cap first to slide the panel up and out).

The new panel slides into the same channels and is secured with screws or clips. The posts, rails, and adjacent

panels are not affected. The entire job typically takes 30-60 minutes per panel once the replacement is on site.

Most fence contractors in Metro Vancouver can handle this as a service call.

To prevent future cold-weather cracking, avoid leaning heavy objects against vinyl panels during winter months,

trim back tree branches that could fall on the fence during storms, and be mindful of snow and ice removal near the

fence line — a snow shovel swung against a vinyl panel at -8°C will crack it easily. If you're in a particularly

exposed location or have experienced multiple cracks, consider whether your existing fence uses impact-modified

PVC — upgrading to a higher-grade vinyl on the most vulnerable sections may be worthwhile.

Keep a record of your fence manufacturer and product line when it's first installed. This information makes

ordering replacement panels years later much easier. Take a photo of any labels or stamps on the panels and note

the dimensions and profile style. Some Metro Vancouver fence suppliers maintain records of past installations and

can look up your original order if you purchased through them.

Need help finding a fence contractor to replace a cracked panel? Vancouver Fence Builders can match you with

local professionals experienced in vinyl fence repair at no cost.

Q6

How do I maintain a vinyl fence in Vancouver — does it need any special care?

Vinyl fencing is the lowest-maintenance fence option available in Metro Vancouver — it never needs

painting, staining, or sealing, and it won't rot, warp, or be damaged by insects. That said, "low maintenance"

doesn't mean "no maintenance," and Vancouver's climate creates a few specific care needs that vinyl fence owners

should be aware of to keep their fence looking its best for decades.
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The primary maintenance task is cleaning, and in Metro Vancouver's wet climate, it's needed more often

than in drier regions. Our persistent rainfall and mild temperatures create ideal conditions for moss, algae, and

mildew to establish on any outdoor surface — including vinyl. Green or black biological growth is the most common

cosmetic issue with vinyl fences in Vancouver, particularly on north-facing sections, panels under tree canopy, and

fence bases near garden beds. Left unchecked, heavy biological growth can stain vinyl and become harder to

remove over time.

A simple annual wash keeps vinyl fencing looking like new. For light dirt and pollen, a garden hose with

moderate pressure is sufficient. For biological growth (the green or black film), mix a solution of one part white

vinegar to three parts water, or use a dedicated vinyl fence cleaner available at building supply stores ($15-$25 per

bottle). Apply with a soft-bristled brush or a microfibre mop, working from top to bottom, and rinse with a hose. For

stubborn mildew stains, a solution of one-third cup oxygen bleach per gallon of water is effective without damaging

the vinyl. Avoid using abrasive cleaners, steel wool, or harsh solvents — these can scratch or dull the vinyl surface.

Pressure washing works well but requires caution. Use a wide fan tip (25 or 40 degree) at no more than 1,500

PSI, held at least 12 inches from the surface. Higher pressure or a narrow tip can damage vinyl — particularly older

or thinner-gauge panels. Pressure washing is the fastest cleaning method for long fence runs and does an excellent

job removing biological growth. In Metro Vancouver, one pressure wash per year (ideally in late spring after the wet

season) is usually sufficient.

Inspect hardware and connections annually. While the vinyl panels themselves are virtually indestructible under

normal conditions, the screws, brackets, and post caps that hold the system together can loosen over time due to

thermal expansion and contraction. Vinyl expands and contracts more than wood with temperature changes — a 6-

foot panel can change length by up to 3/8 inch between a hot summer day and a cold winter night. Quality vinyl

fence systems are designed to accommodate this movement, but check that panels are seated properly in their

post channels and that gates are operating smoothly.

Gate maintenance is the one area where vinyl fences need regular attention. Gate hinges and latches are

typically metal and can corrode in Vancouver's wet climate. Lubricate hinges and latch mechanisms with silicone

spray (not WD-40, which attracts dirt) twice a year — once in spring and once in fall. Check that self-closing

mechanisms (required on pool gates by BC Building Code) are functioning properly. Replace any rusting hardware

with stainless steel equivalents to prevent rust staining on the white vinyl.

Winter care in Metro Vancouver is minimal but worth noting. While our winters are mild, occasional cold snaps

can make vinyl brittle — avoid leaning heavy objects against panels or bumping them with snow shovels or

wheelbarrows when temperatures drop below -5°C. If heavy wet snow accumulates on top of a fence (uncommon

in Vancouver but it happens), gently brush it off before the weight stresses panel connections. Falling tree branches

during winter wind storms are the number one cause of vinyl fence damage in Metro Vancouver — keep
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overhanging branches trimmed.

Vinyl fencing does not need any surface treatment, UV protectant, or coating in Metro Vancouver's climate.

Quality vinyl fencing from reputable manufacturers contains built-in UV stabilizers (typically titanium dioxide) that

prevent yellowing and chalking. These stabilizers are formulated into the PVC during manufacturing and last the life

of the product. Cheap or off-brand vinyl may lack adequate UV stabilization and can yellow or become chalky after

5-10 years — this is why investing in quality vinyl from a reputable manufacturer (and keeping the warranty

documentation) pays off over the long term. Most quality vinyl fences carry 20-30 year or even lifetime limited

warranties.

Compared to cedar or pressure-treated fencing, which requires $400-$1,000+ in staining and sealing every 2-3

years, vinyl's total maintenance cost over 20 years is essentially zero beyond an annual wash. This lifetime cost

advantage is why vinyl fencing has become increasingly popular across Metro Vancouver, especially for busy

homeowners who want a beautiful fence without the ongoing maintenance commitment.
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Q7

What colours and styles of vinyl fencing are available in Metro Vancouver?

Vinyl fencing in Metro Vancouver is available in a much wider range of colours and styles than most

homeowners expect, though white remains the most popular and widely stocked option across Lower

Mainland suppliers. The days of vinyl fencing meaning only plain white panels are long gone — today's vinyl

fence products come in colours, textures, and profiles that can complement virtually any home style in the region.

The most common colours available from Metro Vancouver fence suppliers include classic white (by far the

bestseller), almond or tan, clay (a warm beige), grey (increasingly popular for modern homes), and various

woodgrain finishes that mimic the appearance of Western Red Cedar, walnut, or weathered wood. White and tan

are typically in stock at local building supply stores and can be installed within days of ordering. Darker colours and

woodgrain textures are usually special-order items with 2 to 6 week lead times, and they carry a 10 to 25% price

premium over standard white — expect $40 to $85 per linear foot installed for coloured or textured vinyl compared

to $35 to $70 for white.

Woodgrain-textured vinyl has improved dramatically in recent years and is particularly worth considering in Metro

Vancouver, where the natural cedar aesthetic dominates neighbourhood streetscapes. These panels feature

embossed grain patterns and multi-tonal colouring that genuinely resemble stained wood from a few feet away,

without any of the maintenance that real wood demands in Vancouver's wet marine climate. No staining every 2 to

3 years, no rot, no moss scrubbing — just an occasional rinse with a garden hose.

Style options for vinyl fencing in Metro Vancouver span the full range of residential needs. Full privacy panels

(6 feet tall, no gaps between boards) are the most popular style, ideal for rear and side yard boundaries where

screening from neighbours is the priority. Semi-privacy panels feature spaced pickets or lattice sections that allow

airflow and partial visibility — a good choice for side yards where you want boundary definition without a fortress-

like appearance. Picket fencing (3 to 4 feet tall) in white or tan is a classic front-yard option that stays within

Vancouver's 1.2-metre front yard height limit. Lattice-top panels combine a solid lower section with a decorative

lattice upper portion, adding visual interest while still providing substantial privacy. Ranch rail or post-and-rail

styles (2 to 4 horizontal rails, no infill) suit larger suburban lots in Langley, Maple Ridge, and Delta where rural

character is desired.

One important consideration for darker vinyl colours in Metro Vancouver is UV performance. While quality

vinyl from reputable manufacturers includes UV stabilizers that prevent fading and degradation, darker colours

absorb more solar radiation than white and can experience slightly more thermal expansion and contraction. This is

generally well-managed by modern formulations, but it's worth confirming that any coloured vinyl product you select

carries a manufacturer's warranty that specifically covers colour fading — most quality brands offer 20 to 30 year

Vancouver Fence Builders — vancouverfencebuilders.com — Generated March 15, 2026



warranties that include fade resistance. Lower-quality vinyl panels sold at bargain prices may yellow, chalk, or fade

within 5 to 10 years, especially on south-facing exposures.

For Metro Vancouver homeowners choosing between vinyl colours, consider your home's exterior palette and

the neighbourhood context. White vinyl looks clean and classic but shows dirt and green algae growth more readily

in Vancouver's damp climate — you'll want to pressure-wash it once or twice a year. Tan, clay, and grey colours

hide dirt and algae better and blend more naturally into garden landscapes. Woodgrain finishes suit

neighbourhoods where cedar fencing is the norm and you want the look without the upkeep. Need help finding a

vinyl fence installer? Vancouver Fence Builders can match you with contractors who carry multiple colour and style

options for free estimates.

Q8

Can vinyl fencing withstand heavy winds in exposed areas of Richmond?

Quality vinyl fencing can withstand heavy winds in Richmond, but the installation method and fence style

matter far more than the material itself when it comes to wind resistance in this particularly exposed part of

Metro Vancouver. Richmond sits on flat, low-lying land at sea level on Lulu Island and Sea Island, with minimal

topographic protection from wind — making fence wind-load design a critical consideration that many homeowners

overlook.

Richmond is one of the most wind-exposed municipalities in Metro Vancouver. Without hills, tall buildings, or dense

forest to break incoming wind, fences in many Richmond neighbourhoods — particularly those near the dykes,

along the river, in Steveston, and in newer developments near the coast — experience sustained winds and gusts

that fences in sheltered areas of Burnaby or the Tri-Cities simply don't face. Winter storms can bring gusts of 70 to

90 km/h across Richmond's flat terrain, and even regular autumn winds create constant lateral pressure on fence

panels.

Vinyl fencing actually performs well in wind when properly installed because vinyl panels have some flex —

they can absorb wind energy by bowing slightly rather than snapping the way rigid wood panels sometimes do.

Quality vinyl fence systems use interlocking panel-and-post designs where the panels slide into routed channels in

the posts, allowing controlled movement during wind events. This engineered flexibility is a genuine advantage over

wood fencing, where rigid connections between posts, rails, and boards create stress points that can fail

catastrophically in strong gusts.

However, installation is everything in a wind-exposed location like Richmond. Standard vinyl fence installation

calls for posts set in concrete footings 24 inches deep. In Richmond's exposed areas, this should be increased to
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30 to 36 inches deep, and posts should be spaced at 6-foot intervals rather than the standard 8 feet. Each post

footing should use a minimum of two 80-pound bags of concrete mix (roughly 60 to 80 pounds of cured concrete

per footing) to provide sufficient anchoring mass. The soil in much of Richmond is silty and clay-heavy from its river

delta geology, which provides decent lateral resistance when compacted but can become soft when saturated

during the wet season — deeper footings compensate for this.

Fence style selection matters for wind performance in Richmond. Solid 6-foot privacy panels present the

maximum wind resistance — essentially acting as a solid wall that wind pushes against. A 6-foot solid panel over

an 8-foot span creates roughly 48 square feet of wind sail per section. Semi-privacy panels with spaced pickets or

lattice-top designs allow wind to pass through, dramatically reducing the load on posts and footings. If privacy is

your primary goal in a wind-exposed Richmond location, consider a vinyl shadowbox or semi-privacy style that

maintains visual screening from most angles while allowing 20 to 30% airflow through the fence.

Richmond's soil conditions add another layer to the equation. Much of the city is built on river delta soil that has

a high water table, particularly in areas near the Fraser River and in agricultural zones. Saturated soil provides less

lateral resistance to fence posts than dry, compacted soil, meaning posts can shift or lean over time under repeated

wind loading. Using larger post diameters (5x5 inch vinyl posts rather than 4x4), deeper footings, and adding gravel

drainage below the concrete footing all help in Richmond's wet, silty ground.

A well-installed vinyl fence in Richmond should last 20 to 30 years without wind damage if the posts are set

deep enough, spaced close enough, and the panel style accounts for wind exposure. The vinyl material itself won't

degrade, rot, or weaken from moisture — a significant advantage over wood fencing in Richmond's damp, maritime

environment. Budget $40 to $75 per linear foot for a quality vinyl privacy fence installed to wind-resistant standards

in Richmond, which is 10 to 15% more than a standard installation due to the deeper posts and closer spacing. Get

matched with experienced vinyl fence installers through Vancouver Fence Builders — contractors familiar with

Richmond's conditions will build to appropriate wind-load standards.

Q9

How does the cost of a vinyl semi-privacy fence compare to a full privacy panel
in Vancouver?

A vinyl semi-privacy fence typically costs 10 to 20% less than a full privacy panel of the same height, with

semi-privacy running $30 to $60 per linear foot installed and full privacy costing $35 to $70 per linear foot

in Metro Vancouver. The cost difference is smaller than most homeowners expect because the posts, footings,

rails, and labour are nearly identical — the only savings come from the panel material itself using less vinyl per
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section.

Semi-privacy vinyl fencing uses panels with deliberate gaps between pickets (typically 10 to 25mm spacing) or

alternating board placement that allows partial visibility and airflow while still providing significant visual screening.

The most common semi-privacy styles include spaced picket panels (vertical boards with uniform gaps),

shadowbox panels (alternating boards on opposite sides of the rail, creating a woven appearance that blocks

direct line of sight from most angles), and lattice panels (diamond or square lattice pattern, either full-height or as a

lattice-top section above a solid lower portion).

Full privacy vinyl panels use tongue-and-groove or overlapping board construction with zero gaps, creating a

completely opaque barrier. These panels are heavier per section, use more raw vinyl material, and present greater

wind resistance — which means posts need to be slightly more robust and footings slightly deeper in wind-exposed

areas of Metro Vancouver.

Here's a realistic cost comparison for a 100-linear-foot vinyl fence project in Metro Vancouver (6 feet tall,

standard white, including posts, concrete footings, and labour):

Semi-privacy (spaced picket): $3,000 to $6,000 total. The lightest and least expensive vinyl option, with good

airflow and a traditional picket appearance at full height. Works well for side yard boundaries and areas where

partial screening is sufficient.

Semi-privacy (shadowbox/alternating board): $3,200 to $6,500 total. Slightly more expensive than spaced

pickets because the alternating board pattern uses nearly as much vinyl as a solid panel. The advantage is that it

blocks direct sight lines from most angles while allowing significant airflow — an excellent choice for wind-exposed

locations throughout Metro Vancouver.

Full privacy (tongue-and-groove): $3,500 to $7,000 total. Complete visual screening with no gaps. The most

popular choice for rear yard fencing in Metro Vancouver neighbourhoods where backyards are close together,

particularly on Vancouver's standard 33-foot-wide lots where neighbours are just a few metres apart.

Beyond the upfront cost, semi-privacy fences offer practical advantages that can save money over the life of the

fence. Airflow through the gaps reduces wind load on posts and footings, which means posts are less likely to lean

or shift over time — a real consideration in Metro Vancouver's winter storm season. Semi-privacy panels also dry

faster after rain because air circulates on both sides, reducing moss and algae buildup. In Vancouver's wet climate,

this means less frequent cleaning — perhaps once a year for semi-privacy versus twice a year for full privacy

panels that trap moisture on the shaded side.

The decision between semi-privacy and full privacy usually comes down to your specific situation rather than

cost. If your rear fence faces directly into a neighbour's kitchen window or patio and you want complete screening,

full privacy is worth the 10 to 20% premium. If the fence runs along a side yard, separates larger suburban lots, or
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sits in a wind-exposed location, semi-privacy delivers the boundary definition and partial screening you need at a

lower cost and with better wind performance. Many Metro Vancouver homeowners use a combination — full privacy

panels on the rear fence for maximum screening, and semi-privacy on the sides where complete opacity is less

important.

Want to compare options side by side? Vancouver Fence Builders can connect you with vinyl fence contractors

who carry both styles and can provide quotes for your specific layout.
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Q10

Is there a warranty on vinyl fencing products sold in BC?

Yes, quality vinyl fencing products sold in BC typically come with manufacturer warranties ranging from 20

years to lifetime coverage, making vinyl one of the best-warranted fencing materials available to Metro

Vancouver homeowners. However, the specifics of what's covered — and what's excluded — vary significantly

between manufacturers, and understanding the fine print is essential before making a purchase decision.

Most reputable vinyl fence manufacturers offer a transferable limited lifetime warranty that covers structural

defects including cracking, peeling, flaking, blistering, corroding, and rotting under normal use and weather

conditions. This warranty typically guarantees the vinyl material against manufacturing defects and premature

failure for the life of the original installation. Some brands extend this warranty to subsequent homeowners if the

property is sold, adding resale value to your investment.

What's typically covered under a quality vinyl fence warranty includes material defects such as delamination or

splitting, premature yellowing or discolouration caused by UV exposure (quality vinyl contains titanium dioxide and

UV stabilizers), structural failure of posts, rails, or panels under normal wind and weather conditions, and colour

fading beyond acceptable limits as defined by the manufacturer. Some premium brands also include a specific

wind-speed rating — typically 100 to 120 km/h — and will cover replacement if panels fail below that threshold

when properly installed.

What's typically NOT covered is where homeowners need to pay close attention. Almost all vinyl fence warranties

exclude damage from improper installation — if posts weren't set deep enough, footings weren't adequate, or

panels weren't properly secured, the manufacturer will deny the claim. This is the single most common reason for

warranty rejection and underscores why professional installation by an experienced contractor matters. Other

common exclusions include damage from abnormal forces (fallen trees, vehicle impact, deliberate vandalism),

discolouration from chemicals or solvents (pressure-washing with harsh chemicals, painting or staining the vinyl,

contact with lawn fertilizers or herbicides), normal weathering that doesn't constitute a defect (minor surface

chalking after 10 to 15 years is considered normal wear), and fences installed outside the manufacturer's

specifications (excessive height, unsupported spans, or use in commercial/industrial applications when the product

is rated residential only).

The warranty on labour and installation is separate from the manufacturer's material warranty and comes from

your fence contractor. Most professional fence installers in Metro Vancouver offer a 1 to 5 year workmanship

warranty covering their installation — post alignment, panel levelling, gate function, and structural integrity of the

installed system. Get this warranty in writing before work begins, and confirm what's covered and for how long. The

best contractors stand behind their work with at least a 2-year installation warranty.
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BC consumer protection law provides additional coverage beyond the manufacturer's warranty. Under the BC

Sale of Goods Act, products sold in British Columbia must be of merchantable quality and fit for their intended

purpose. If a vinyl fence product fails prematurely due to a manufacturing defect — even after the manufacturer's

warranty period — you may have recourse under provincial consumer protection legislation. This doesn't replace

the manufacturer's warranty but provides an additional layer of protection.

To protect your warranty claim eligibility, keep your purchase receipt and warranty documentation, ensure your

contractor follows the manufacturer's installation specifications (post depth, span width, footing requirements), use

only manufacturer-approved cleaners for maintenance, document the installation with photos (date-stamped), and

register your warranty with the manufacturer if they offer online registration. Many homeowners skip registration

and then struggle to make claims years later when they can't locate the original receipt.

When comparing vinyl fence products in Metro Vancouver, ask your contractor or supplier specifically about

the warranty terms, and request a copy of the written warranty before committing. A product that costs $5 more per

linear foot but carries a transferable lifetime warranty with wind-speed coverage is almost always a better

investment than a bargain product with a limited 10-year warranty. Vancouver Fence Builders can connect you with

contractors who carry quality, well-warranted vinyl fencing products — reach out for a free match.

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Vancouver Fence Builders. It does not constitute

professional advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any fencing

project. Information is current as of March 15, 2026 and may change. Visit vancouverfencebuilders.com for the latest answers.
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