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Q1

My wood fence is leaning badly after a windstorm in Vancouver — can it be
repaired or does it need full replacement?

In most cases, a leaning wood fence after a windstorm can be repaired rather than fully replaced — but it

depends on the condition of the posts, the extent of the lean, and whether the boards and rails are still

intact. The posts are the critical factor. If the fence panels (boards and rails) are undamaged and only a few posts

have failed, a targeted post replacement is far more cost-effective than tearing everything out and starting over.

Check the posts first. Walk the fence line and push on each post individually. Posts that wobble, lean, or pull out

of the ground easily have either rotted at the base or had their concrete footing heave or crack. In Metro

Vancouver's wet climate, post rot at the soil line is extremely common — the point where the post enters the ground

stays perpetually damp, and without proper gravel drainage beneath the concrete footing, rot can weaken a post

within 5-8 years. If only 2-4 posts have failed along a 50-60 foot run, replacing those specific posts and re-securing

the panels is a straightforward repair that a fence contractor can complete in a day.

Post replacement in Metro Vancouver typically costs $150-$400 per post, which includes removing the old

post and concrete, digging a new hole to proper depth (minimum 2 feet for a 6-foot fence, deeper in soft or exposed

areas), setting a new cedar or pressure-treated post in concrete with a gravel drainage bed, and reattaching the

existing rails and boards. For a fence with 3-4 failed posts, you're looking at roughly $600-$1,600 versus $4,000-

$8,000+ for a full 100-foot fence replacement.

When full replacement makes more sense: If the fence is 15-20+ years old, if more than a third of the posts are

rotted or broken, if the boards are significantly warped, split, or deteriorated, or if the fence was poorly built

originally with shallow posts and inadequate concrete, a full replacement is the better long-term investment.

Patching a fundamentally compromised fence just delays the inevitable and costs more in total when you add up

repeated repairs.

Vancouver wind damage prevention for next time: Solid privacy fences act as wind sails, and Metro Vancouver

sees powerful outflow winds during winter storms — particularly on the North Shore and in exposed areas. If your

fence keeps getting hit by wind, consider upgrading to a board-on-board (shadowbox) design when you rebuild.

This style allows wind to pass through the gaps between overlapping boards while still providing visual privacy.

Using 6x6 posts instead of 4x4s, setting posts 2.5-3 feet deep, and spacing posts at 6 feet instead of 8 feet all

dramatically increase wind resistance.

A fence contractor can assess the damage in person and tell you exactly how many posts need replacement versus

whether a full rebuild is warranted. Most fence contractors in Metro Vancouver offer free on-site estimates. If you

need help finding a local fence professional, Vancouver Fence Builders can match you for free through the
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Vancouver Construction Network.

Q2

How much does it cost to replace a few rotted fence posts in Metro Vancouver?

Replacing individual rotted fence posts in Metro Vancouver typically costs $150-$400 per post, with most

homeowners spending $500-$1,500 total to replace 3-5 posts along an otherwise sound fence. This is one of

the most common fence repairs in the Lower Mainland because our wet marine climate accelerates post rot at the

soil line — the point where moisture is constantly present.

What's included in the per-post cost: The $150-$400 range covers removing the old post (and its concrete

footing, which is the most labour-intensive part), digging a new post hole to the correct depth, setting a new 4x4

cedar or pressure-treated post in concrete with a gravel drainage bed at the bottom, and reattaching the existing

rails and fence boards. The lower end of the range applies to posts in easy-access locations with soft soil, while the

higher end reflects posts in rocky ground, tight side-yard access, or situations where the old concrete footing is

particularly large and difficult to extract.

Material costs are modest — a 4x4 x 10-foot Western Red Cedar post runs $15-$25, a bag of pre-mix concrete is

$8-$12, and drainage gravel is a few dollars per post. The majority of the cost is labour. If you're replacing a gate

post, expect to pay at the higher end of the range because gate posts should be 6x6 ($25-$45 each) and require

more concrete and precise alignment to ensure the gate swings and latches properly.

The gravel drainage bed is critical in Metro Vancouver. A 4-6 inch layer of drainage gravel at the bottom of the

post hole, beneath the concrete footing, allows water to drain away from the post base instead of pooling around it.

This simple step can add 5-10 years to post life in our wet climate. Many older fences were installed without this

drainage layer, which is why their posts rotted in the first place.

Signs that a post needs replacement include visible rot or soft wood at the base (poke with a screwdriver — if it

sinks in easily, the post is compromised), the post wobbling or leaning when pushed, the post separating from the

concrete footing, or dark discolouration and fungal growth at the soil line. If you catch a failing post early, you can

often replace just that post before the surrounding fence sections are damaged by the lean.

DIY vs. professional: Replacing a single fence post is technically possible as a DIY project, but it's physically

demanding work — especially removing the old concrete footing, which can weigh 50-100+ pounds and require a

pry bar, shovel, and significant effort. For multiple posts, hiring a fence contractor is strongly recommended. A

professional can replace 3-5 posts in a single day with proper equipment, ensure each post is plumb and at the

correct height, and guarantee the work. Most fence contractors in Metro Vancouver offer free estimates, so get 2-3
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quotes before committing. Vancouver Fence Builders can help you find local fence professionals through the

Vancouver Construction Network.

Q3

What's the best way to prevent fence rot in Vancouver's wet climate?

The best way to prevent fence rot in Vancouver's wet climate is a combination of proper material selection,

correct installation techniques, and regular maintenance — with the post bases and cut ends getting the

most attention because those are where rot starts. Metro Vancouver receives over 1,200mm of rain annually,

and the constant moisture exposure means that wood fences without proper protection can show significant rot

within 5-8 years.

Start with the right wood. Western Red Cedar is the premium choice for fencing in Metro Vancouver because it

contains natural oils that resist rot, insects, and moisture absorption. It's locally sourced in BC, dimensionally stable

in wet conditions, and far outlasts untreated wood species. Pressure-treated lumber is a budget-friendly alternative

— the chemical treatment penetrates the wood and provides rot resistance — but it still needs surface sealing to

prevent weathering, cracking, and greying.

Installation technique matters more than most homeowners realize. The number one cause of premature

fence rot in Metro Vancouver is moisture pooling around post bases. Every fence post should sit on a 4-6 inch bed

of drainage gravel at the bottom of the post hole, with concrete above the gravel. This allows water to drain away

from the wood rather than sitting against it. Posts set directly in concrete without gravel drainage trap moisture at

the base, and that trapped water rots the post from the inside out. Additionally, the bottom edge of fence boards

should be raised 2-4 inches above ground level — boards sitting in soil or mulch wick up moisture and rot quickly.

Seal all cut ends immediately. When cedar or pressure-treated boards are cut during installation, the freshly

exposed wood has no natural oil protection or chemical treatment. Applying an end-cut preservative (available at

any building supply store for $10-$15) to every cut end during installation is one of the simplest and most effective

rot prevention steps. Many contractors skip this to save time, so ask specifically if they do it.

Stain or seal every 2-3 years. A penetrating wood stain with UV and water protection is the best long-term

maintenance for cedar and pressure-treated fences in Metro Vancouver. Semi-transparent stains allow the natural

wood grain to show while providing moisture protection, and they're easier to reapply than solid stains because they

don't peel or flake. Apply stain during a dry period — typically May through September — after cleaning the fence

with a pressure washer or deck cleaner to remove any moss, algae, or mildew buildup. North-facing fences and

sections under tree canopy develop green growth faster and may need cleaning annually even between stain
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applications.

Address moss and mildew promptly. Green growth on fence surfaces is not just cosmetic — it traps moisture

against the wood and accelerates rot. A solution of diluted bleach or an oxygen-based cleaner, applied with a pump

sprayer and rinsed with a garden hose, removes moss and algae effectively. Pressure washing works too but use a

fan tip at moderate pressure (1,500-2,000 PSI) to avoid gouging the wood grain.

Use the right fasteners. Galvanized or stainless steel screws and nails are essential in Metro Vancouver's wet

environment. Standard steel fasteners rust, stain the surrounding wood with dark streaks, and eventually fail. Ring-

shank nails or structural screws provide the best holding power over time.

With proper material selection, correct installation, and regular 2-3 year sealing, a cedar fence in Metro Vancouver

can last 15-25 years. Without maintenance, even quality cedar can deteriorate significantly within a decade.
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Q4

How often should I stain or seal my wood fence if I live in the Lower Mainland?

You should stain or seal your wood fence every 2-3 years if you live in the Lower Mainland — and closer to

every 2 years if your fence is north-facing, under heavy tree canopy, or in a particularly rainy area like the

North Shore. Metro Vancouver's marine climate with 1,200mm+ of annual rainfall is extremely demanding on

unprotected wood, and regular sealing is the single most important maintenance step you can take to extend your

fence's lifespan.

Timing is everything in Metro Vancouver. Stain and sealer need at least 24-48 hours of dry weather after

application to cure properly, and the wood surface itself needs to be dry before you start. This limits your practical

window to May through September, with June through August being ideal. Applying stain to damp wood or having

rain within a day of application will cause the finish to peel, blister, or simply fail to penetrate — wasting your time

and money. Check the forecast for a stretch of 3-4 dry days before starting.

Choosing the right product matters. A penetrating semi-transparent stain with UV and water protection is the

best choice for cedar fences in the Lower Mainland. Semi-transparent stains soak into the wood grain rather than

sitting on the surface like paint or solid stains, which means they wear gradually rather than peeling and flaking.

When it's time to reapply, you simply clean the fence and apply another coat — no scraping or sanding required.

Solid stains and paints look great initially but become a maintenance headache in Metro Vancouver's wet climate

because they trap moisture behind the film and peel within 2-3 years.

Prep work before staining: Clean the fence thoroughly before applying any stain or sealer. A pressure washer on

a fan tip setting at 1,500-2,000 PSI removes dirt, moss, algae, and mildew. For heavy green growth (extremely

common on north-facing fences in Metro Vancouver), pre-treat with a diluted bleach solution or oxygen-based deck

cleaner 15-20 minutes before pressure washing. Let the fence dry for 2-3 sunny days after cleaning before applying

stain.

How to tell it's time to re-stain: Pour a small amount of water on the fence surface. If the water beads up and rolls

off, the existing sealant is still working. If the water soaks into the wood and darkens it, the protection has worn off

and it's time to re-stain. You'll also notice the wood colour fading to grey, which is UV damage — not harmful

structurally but a clear sign that the surface protection has broken down.

Cost for professional staining runs about $2-$5 per linear foot in Metro Vancouver, including prep work and

cleaning. For a typical 100-foot fence, that's $200-$500 every 2-3 years — a modest investment compared to the

$4,000-$8,000 cost of a full fence replacement. This is one of the fence maintenance tasks that many homeowners

handle as a DIY project, which is perfectly reasonable if you have the time, a pump sprayer or brush, and the

patience to do proper prep work first.
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Pressure-treated fences need sealing too. A common misconception is that pressure-treated wood doesn't need

any maintenance. The chemical treatment prevents rot from within, but the surface is still vulnerable to weathering,

cracking, UV greying, and moisture damage. Pressure-treated fences should be sealed on the same 2-3 year

schedule as cedar. Wait 3-6 months after installation before the first application to allow the treatment chemicals to

dry and the wood to accept the stain properly.

Q5

Our fence was damaged by a falling tree branch in a Vancouver storm — does
homeowner's insurance cover fence repair?

In most cases, yes — homeowner's insurance in BC typically covers fence damage caused by a fallen tree

or branch, as this is considered a sudden and accidental loss from a covered peril (windstorm). However,

coverage limits, deductibles, and specific policy terms vary between insurers, so you'll need to check your actual

policy before assuming the full repair cost is covered.

How fence coverage typically works in BC: Most standard homeowner's insurance policies cover "other

structures" on your property, which includes fences, detached garages, sheds, and retaining walls. Fence coverage

is usually capped at 10% of your dwelling coverage limit. So if your home is insured for $500,000, your fence

coverage would be up to $50,000 — more than enough for most residential fence repairs. The key requirement is

that the damage must be from a covered peril like a windstorm, falling tree, or vehicle impact, not from gradual

deterioration, rot, or lack of maintenance.

The deductible matters. Most BC homeowner's policies have a deductible of $500-$2,500. If the tree branch

damaged a 20-foot section of fence and the repair costs $1,500-$3,000, and your deductible is $1,000, you'd only

recover $500-$2,000 from insurance. For smaller damage amounts close to your deductible, it may not be worth

filing a claim, as claims can affect your future premiums.

Whose tree, whose responsibility? If the tree was on your neighbour's property and fell onto your fence, your

homeowner's insurance still covers your fence repair — you file a claim on your own policy, not theirs. However, if

your neighbour's tree was visibly dead, diseased, or hazardous and they failed to maintain it despite being notified,

you may have a separate negligence claim against them. Conversely, if your own tree fell on your neighbour's

fence, their insurance covers their fence repair. This is how it works in BC regardless of who owns the tree.

Steps to take immediately after storm damage: Document everything with photos and video before touching

anything — the fallen branch, the damaged fence sections, the tree it came from, and any surrounding property

damage. Contact your insurance company to report the claim and ask about their specific process. Get 2-3 written
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estimates from fence contractors for the repair. Keep all receipts if you need to do any temporary securing

(propping up a leaning section, removing hazardous debris) before the permanent repair — these emergency

mitigation costs are typically covered.

What insurance won't cover: Damage from gradual rot, wear and tear, insect damage, or lack of maintenance is

not covered. If your fence was already in poor condition and a minor branch knocked it over, the insurer may argue

that the fence failed due to pre-existing deterioration rather than storm damage. This is another reason why regular

fence maintenance — staining every 2-3 years, replacing rotting posts promptly, keeping the fence structurally

sound — protects you in more ways than just appearance.

Fence repair costs in Metro Vancouver for storm damage typically range from $500-$3,000 depending on the

length of the damaged section, whether posts need replacement or just boards, and the fence material. A fence

contractor can assess the damage and determine whether a section repair is possible or if a longer run needs

rebuilding to maintain structural integrity. If you need help finding a local fence contractor to assess storm damage,

Vancouver Fence Builders can match you for free.

Q6

How do I fix a fence gate that's sagging and won't close properly in Vancouver?

A sagging fence gate is almost always caused by one of three things: loose or worn hinges, a leaning gate

post, or a racked gate frame — and in Metro Vancouver's wet climate, all three happen faster than in drier

regions. The good news is that most sagging gates can be fixed without replacing the entire gate, though the repair

approach depends on which component has failed.

Start by diagnosing the root cause. Close the gate and look at the gaps between the gate frame and the posts. If

the gap is wider at the top on the latch side and tighter at the bottom, the gate is sagging — either the hinges have

loosened, the hinge post is leaning, or the gate frame itself has racked out of square. Grab the gate and try to lift it

— if it moves up easily, the hinge screws have pulled out of the post. If the post itself moves when you push on it,

the post has shifted in its footing. If the gate frame feels loose and wobbly, the frame joints have failed.

For loose hinges, the most common fix is to replace the existing screws with longer, heavier-gauge structural

screws. If the screw holes have enlarged in the wood (very common with cedar and pressure-treated posts in

Vancouver's moisture), drill out the holes, glue in hardwood dowels, let them dry for 24 hours, and re-drill pilot holes

for new screws. Alternatively, you can reposition the hinges slightly up or down into fresh wood. Heavy-duty strap

hinges or T-hinges rated for gate weight are a worthwhile upgrade — budget $30-$80 for a quality hinge set. In

Metro Vancouver's wet climate, always use stainless steel or hot-dipped galvanized hardware, as standard zinc-
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plated hardware rusts quickly.

A leaning gate post is the most serious problem because the gate can't function properly until the post is plumb.

In Metro Vancouver's wet clay soil, posts that were set too shallow or without adequate concrete footings are prone

to shifting. The fix usually requires digging out around the post, resetting it plumb with fresh concrete (minimum two

feet deep for a gate post, ideally using a 6x6 post rather than 4x4), and adding a gravel drainage bed below the

concrete to prevent water pooling. This is a $200-$400 repair if you hire a professional, and it's money well spent —

a gate post takes enormous stress from daily opening and closing.

An anti-sag gate kit is an excellent temporary or permanent fix for gates where the frame has racked. These

kits use a steel cable and turnbuckle running diagonally from the bottom hinge corner to the top latch corner,

creating tension that pulls the sagging corner back up. They cost $25-$50 at building supply stores and can be

installed in under an hour. For a more permanent solution, adding a diagonal brace board across the gate frame

(from bottom hinge corner to top latch corner) prevents racking entirely.

Self-closing hinges and a proper gate latch complete the repair. In Vancouver's climate, gate latches and hinges

need annual lubrication with a silicone-based spray to prevent corrosion and stiffening. If your gate serves as a pool

enclosure, BC Building Code requires self-closing and self-latching hardware that opens outward — ensure any

repairs maintain code compliance.

For a gate that's badly deteriorated or where the post has rotted at ground level, replacement is often more cost-

effective than repair. A professional gate rebuild including a new post, frame, hardware, and matching boards runs

$400-$900 in Metro Vancouver. Need help finding a fence contractor for a gate repair? Vancouver Fence Builders

can match you with local professionals for free.
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Q7

What causes fence posts to rot so quickly in Vancouver and how can I prevent
it?

Fence posts in Metro Vancouver rot faster than almost anywhere else in Canada because of the

combination of heavy rainfall (over 1,200 mm annually), mild temperatures that keep biological decay active

year-round, and clay-heavy soils that trap moisture against the wood. In drier climates like Calgary or the BC

Interior, fence posts can last 15-20 years with minimal maintenance — in Vancouver, untreated posts can show

serious rot in as little as 5-8 years.

The science behind post rot is straightforward. Wood-decay fungi require four things to thrive: wood, moisture,

oxygen, and warmth. Metro Vancouver's marine climate provides constant moisture and mild winters that rarely

freeze — meaning decay fungi are active 10-12 months a year rather than the 6-7 months typical in Eastern

Canada. The critical zone for rot is right at and just below the ground line, where the post transitions from air to soil.

This is where moisture, oxygen, and soil contact converge, creating perfect conditions for decay.

Western Red Cedar is the best wood choice for fence posts in BC because it contains natural thujaplicins —

oils that resist fungal decay and insect damage. A quality cedar post can last 15-20 years in Metro Vancouver with

proper installation. However, cedar's natural rot resistance diminishes over time as the oils leach out, particularly at

the ground-contact zone. Heartwood (the darker centre of the log) is significantly more rot-resistant than sapwood

(the lighter outer wood), so specify heartwood posts when ordering.

Pressure-treated posts are the most common choice for budget-conscious homeowners and offer excellent rot

resistance through chemical treatment. Modern pressure-treated lumber uses micronized copper azole (MCA) or

alkaline copper quaternary (ACQ) treatments that are effective and safer than the old CCA (chromated copper

arsenate) treatments phased out years ago. Pressure-treated posts rated for ground contact (look for the UC4A or

UC4B stamp) can last 20-25 years in Metro Vancouver's soil. The key is ensuring you buy ground-contact rated

lumber — above-ground-rated pressure-treated wood will rot quickly when buried.

Installation technique is just as important as wood selection. The single most effective thing you can do to

extend post life in Vancouver is to create a gravel drainage bed beneath and around the post base. Dig your post

hole 4-6 inches deeper than the post will sit, fill the bottom with crushed drainage gravel, set the post on the gravel,

then pour concrete around the post with the concrete crowned above grade so water sheds away rather than

pooling. The gravel allows groundwater to drain away from the post base rather than sitting against the wood. This

simple step can add 5-10 years to post life in our wet soil.

Additional prevention strategies include applying end-cut preservative to any cut surfaces (cutting removes the

pressure treatment from the exposed end grain), ensuring soil and mulch don't pile up against the post above the
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concrete line, and maintaining good air circulation around the fence base by keeping vegetation trimmed back.

Some contractors also wrap the below-grade portion of the post in a bituminous post wrap or use post sleeves —

metal or plastic barriers that physically separate the wood from soil contact.

Steel post alternatives eliminate rot entirely. Galvanized steel posts or powder-coated steel post systems cost

more upfront ($30-$60 per post versus $15-$25 for wood) but will outlast multiple generations of wood posts. Steel

posts with wood post sleeves give you the appearance of wood with the durability of metal — an increasingly

popular option in Metro Vancouver where homeowners are tired of replacing rotted posts every decade.

Q8

Is there a way to extend the life of pressure-treated fence boards in Vancouver's
wet climate?

Yes — with proper sealing, maintenance, and a few installation best practices, you can extend pressure-

treated fence boards from a typical 10-15 year lifespan in Metro Vancouver to 20+ years. The pressure

treatment protects against rot and insects, but it does not protect against surface weathering, cracking, warping, or

the greying that happens when UV and moisture break down the wood's surface fibres.

The most important step is applying a quality penetrating wood sealer or stain within 3-6 months of

installation. New pressure-treated lumber needs time to dry out before it will absorb a finish — fresh PT wood is

saturated with treatment chemicals and water. In Metro Vancouver's climate, allow 3-6 months for the wood to dry

(install in spring or early summer, seal in late summer or early fall during a dry stretch). Test readiness by sprinkling

water on the surface — if it beads up, the wood isn't ready; if it soaks in, you're good to go.

Choose a penetrating oil-based stain or sealer rather than a surface-film finish. In Vancouver's wet climate,

surface-coating products (like deck paint or solid-colour stains that form a film) tend to peel and blister as trapped

moisture pushes outward through the wood. Penetrating products soak into the wood fibres and protect from within,

allowing the wood to breathe while repelling water. Semi-transparent stains offer a good balance of colour and

protection, while clear sealers preserve the natural look but require more frequent reapplication. Budget $2-$5 per

linear foot for professional staining, or $40-$80 for a 3.78-litre can if you DIY.

Re-seal every 2-3 years in Metro Vancouver. This is the maintenance commitment that most homeowners skip,

and it's why pressure-treated fences deteriorate prematurely. Our 1,200+ mm of annual rainfall and the persistent

dampness from October through March break down sealers faster than in drier climates. Mark your calendar — a

consistent 2-3 year sealing schedule is the single biggest factor in long-term board life. Apply sealer during a dry

period (ideally July through September) when the forecast shows at least 48 hours without rain.
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Installation practices that extend board life include raising the bottom of fence boards 2-4 inches above grade

so they don't sit in standing water or soil splash, using stainless steel or hot-dipped galvanized ring-shank nails or

structural screws (standard fasteners rust and create black staining that accelerates wood breakdown), and

applying end-cut preservative to every cut end. When pressure-treated boards are cut, the freshly exposed end

grain has no chemical protection and will absorb water rapidly — a quick brush of end-cut preservative ($15-$20

per can, available at any building supply) seals that vulnerability.

Annual cleaning prevents the moss, algae, and mildew buildup that is unavoidable on Metro Vancouver

fences, especially north-facing sections and areas under tree canopy. A pressure washer on a low setting (1,500-

2,000 PSI with a wide fan tip, held at least 12 inches from the surface) removes green growth effectively.

Alternatively, a solution of one part oxygen bleach to four parts water applied with a pump sprayer and scrubbed

with a stiff brush works well without damaging the wood. Clean before re-sealing for the best adhesion.

Watch for early signs of trouble — boards that are cupping, splitting at the ends, or showing soft spots at the

bottom edge. Replacing individual boards early ($5-$15 per board plus labour) prevents moisture from spreading to

adjacent boards and rails. A proactive approach to maintenance is far cheaper than a full fence replacement, which

runs $30-$65 per linear foot installed in Metro Vancouver.

Q9

How much does it cost to re-stain a cedar fence in Metro Vancouver?

Re-staining a cedar fence in Metro Vancouver typically costs $2-$5 per linear foot for professional

application, or roughly $1,000-$2,500 for a typical 200-250 linear foot residential perimeter. DIY costs run

$300-$700 for the same project if you already own a pressure washer and sprayer, though the labour investment is

significant — expect a full weekend for a medium-sized fence.

The total cost depends on several factors. Fence height is the biggest variable — a 6-foot privacy fence has

roughly 50% more surface area than a 4-foot fence, so material and labour costs scale accordingly. The condition

of the existing finish matters too — a fence with heavy mildew buildup, peeling old stain, or grey weathered wood

requires more prep work (cleaning, sanding, possibly light power washing) before new stain can be applied. Board-

on-board and shadowbox fences cost more to stain because both sides of the overlapping boards need coverage,

and the back side of the boards are difficult to reach.

Professional staining costs in Metro Vancouver break down roughly as follows: preparation and cleaning

runs $1-$2 per linear foot (power washing, mildew treatment, drying time), stain application costs $1-$3 per linear

foot (depending on method — sprayer with back-brushing is fastest and most effective), and materials add $0.50-

Vancouver Fence Builders — vancouverfencebuilders.com — Generated March 15, 2026



$1.50 per linear foot depending on stain quality. Most professional fence staining contractors in Metro Vancouver

charge $1,500-$3,000 for a full perimeter job on a standard Vancouver lot, which includes prep, cleaning, staining,

and cleanup.

Stain selection matters for both cost and longevity. Semi-transparent penetrating stains ($50-$90 per 3.78-litre

can) are the best choice for cedar fences in Vancouver's climate — they enhance the natural grain while providing

UV and moisture protection, and they don't peel or blister like solid stains. One can covers approximately 150-250

square feet depending on wood porosity. For a 200-linear-foot, 6-foot-high cedar fence (roughly 2,400 square feet

of surface counting both sides), you'll need 10-16 cans. Popular brands available at Metro Vancouver building

supply stores include Sansin, Sikkens, and Cabot — expect to pay a premium for these over budget brands, but the

durability justifies the cost.

Timing is critical in Metro Vancouver. Staining must be done during a dry period — the wood needs to be

thoroughly dry before application, and the stain needs 24-48 hours of dry weather to cure properly. This limits the

ideal staining window to roughly May through mid-September, with July and August being the safest months for

consistent dry weather. Contractors are busiest during this window, so booking 4-6 weeks ahead is wise.

Attempting to stain during Vancouver's wet season (October through March) risks poor adhesion, blotchy

appearance, and premature failure.

Cedar fences in Metro Vancouver should be re-stained every 2-3 years to maintain protection against moisture,

UV damage, and biological growth. Skipping this maintenance allows the cedar to grey and the surface to become

vulnerable to moisture penetration, which accelerates checking, splitting, and eventually rot. A consistent staining

schedule is one of the most cost-effective maintenance investments you can make — each application costs a

fraction of fence replacement ($40-$80 per linear foot installed for new cedar fencing).

DIY staining is feasible for handy homeowners willing to invest the time. Rent a pressure washer ($50-$80 per

day) for prep, allow 2-3 days of drying, then apply stain with an airless sprayer ($75-$125 per day rental) while

back-brushing for even penetration. The stain itself and supplies will run $300-$700 depending on fence size and

product quality. The trade-off is a full weekend of physical work versus the convenience and speed of a

professional crew.
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Q10

How do I prevent moss and algae growth on my wood fence in Vancouver?

Moss and algae growth on wood fences is one of the most common maintenance challenges in Metro

Vancouver, and preventing it entirely is nearly impossible in our climate — but you can dramatically slow it

down with the right combination of sealing, cleaning, and environmental management. The same conditions

that make our gardens lush (abundant rainfall, mild temperatures, shade from mature trees) create a perfect

environment for biological growth on wood surfaces.

Understanding why it happens helps you fight it. Moss and algae are primitive plants that thrive in damp,

shaded conditions with consistent moisture. Metro Vancouver's 1,200+ mm of annual rainfall, combined with the

persistent overcast and drizzle from October through March, keeps fence surfaces damp for months at a stretch.

North-facing fences get the least sun and develop growth fastest. Fences under tree canopy stay wetter longer

because they get less direct sunlight and receive additional moisture from dripping foliage. Fences adjacent to

garden beds with regular irrigation also stay damp, encouraging growth.

A quality penetrating wood sealer or stain is your first line of defence. Sealed wood repels moisture rather

than absorbing it, which denies moss and algae the damp surface they need to establish. Semi-transparent stains

with built-in mildewcide are particularly effective — brands like Sansin and Sikkens offer formulations designed for

BC's marine climate. Apply every 2-3 years during a dry period (July through September). A well-sealed fence

develops noticeably less biological growth than an unsealed one, though it won't prevent it entirely in Vancouver's

wettest, shadiest spots.

Regular cleaning is the most effective ongoing strategy. An annual wash in late spring (April or May, after the

wet season but before summer sealing) removes accumulated growth before it becomes deeply embedded. For

light growth, a garden hose with a stiff-bristled brush and a solution of one part oxygen bleach (sodium

percarbonate) to four parts water works well. For heavier buildup, a pressure washer on a moderate setting (1,500-

2,000 PSI with a 25-degree or 40-degree fan tip, held 12+ inches from the surface) is more efficient. Avoid using

chlorine bleach — it kills moss and algae effectively but also damages wood fibres and strips the natural colour

from cedar. Oxygen bleach is gentler and biodegradable.

Environmental modifications reduce growth significantly. Trim back tree branches that overhang the fence to

increase sunlight and air circulation — even partial sun exposure dries the fence surface faster after rain, inhibiting

moss establishment. Redirect sprinkler heads so they don't hit the fence. Ensure the fence base has good drainage

— if water pools at the bottom of the fence after rain, improve grading or add gravel along the fence line. Raising

the bottom of fence boards 2-4 inches above grade helps air circulate underneath and prevents splash-back from

soil.
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Zinc or copper strips along the top rail are a time-tested prevention method. When rain washes over zinc or

copper, trace amounts of metal ions run down the fence surface, creating an environment hostile to moss and algae

growth. Nail a 2-3 inch strip of zinc flashing or copper flashing along the top edge of your fence. This is the same

principle used on roofs with zinc ridgecaps to prevent moss. A roll of zinc strip costs $30-$50 and covers 50-100

linear feet. The strips need replacement every 5-10 years as they oxidize.

Commercial moss prevention products are available at Metro Vancouver garden centres and building supply

stores. Products containing zinc sulphate or potassium salts of fatty acids can be sprayed on fence surfaces after

cleaning to slow regrowth. These typically provide 6-12 months of protection and need reapplication. They work

best as a supplement to sealing and cleaning rather than as a standalone solution.

Professional fence cleaning services in Metro Vancouver charge $2-$5 per linear foot for a thorough wash,

treatment, and (optionally) sealer application. For a typical 200-linear-foot residential fence, expect $400-$1,000 for

a professional clean-and-seal service. Many homeowners find this worthwhile as an annual or biennial investment.

Q11

What's the cost of replacing all the fence boards but keeping existing posts in
Vancouver?

Replacing fence boards while keeping existing posts and rails — often called a fence re-board or re-skin —

typically costs $15-$40 per linear foot in Metro Vancouver, roughly 40-60% less than a full fence

replacement. For a typical 200-linear-foot residential perimeter, budget $3,000-$8,000 depending on material

choice and fence height. This approach makes excellent financial sense when the posts and rails are still

structurally sound but the boards are weathered, warped, split, or showing significant rot.

Before committing to a re-board, the posts and rails must be carefully inspected. Have a fence contractor

check every post for rot at the ground line (push firmly at the base — any soft spots or movement indicate decay),

verify that posts are still plumb and firmly set in their concrete footings, and confirm that the rails (horizontal

stringers) are securely fastened and free of significant rot or sagging. If more than 20-30% of posts need

replacement, a full fence tear-down and rebuild is usually more cost-effective than a partial re-board combined with

individual post replacements.

Material costs for the boards themselves in Metro Vancouver run: Western Red Cedar boards (1x6 dog-ear or

flat-top, 6 ft length) at $4-$8 per board, with roughly 2 boards per linear foot for a standard privacy fence. Pressure-

treated boards (1x6, 6 ft) at $3-$5 per board. Pre-stained or pre-finished cedar boards at $6-$12 per board. For a

200-linear-foot fence, you'll need approximately 400 boards plus 10-15% extra for waste and cuts — so material
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alone runs $1,200-$4,800 depending on wood choice.

Labour for a re-board project in Metro Vancouver runs $8-$18 per linear foot, which includes removing the old

boards, disposing of them at a transfer station, installing new boards with proper fasteners, and ensuring consistent

spacing and alignment. The labour is less than a full fence build because the posts and rails stay in place — no

digging, concrete, or structural framing is needed. A professional crew can typically re-board 80-120 linear feet per

day, so a 200-foot perimeter takes 2-3 days.

Additional costs to budget for include: disposal of old boards ($150-$400 depending on volume and the transfer

station), any rail repairs or replacements discovered during the process ($30-$60 per rail section), new fasteners —

always use hot-dipped galvanized or stainless steel ring-shank nails or structural screws ($50-$100 for a full

perimeter), and post caps if you're upgrading the look ($5-$25 each). If you want the new fence stained, add $2-$5

per linear foot for professional application or plan to DIY after the wood has dried for 3-6 months.

This is a good opportunity to upgrade your fence design without the full cost of replacement. Many

homeowners in Metro Vancouver take the opportunity to switch from a dated vertical dog-ear style to a modern

horizontal slat design, or upgrade from pressure-treated to cedar, since only the boards are changing. Board-on-

board (shadowbox) is another popular upgrade — it provides better wind resistance than solid panels and looks

attractive from both sides, which is a neighbourly touch. Keep in mind that changing from vertical to horizontal

board orientation may require modifying or adding rails, which increases cost.

Timing matters in Vancouver's climate. Schedule a re-board project for the drier months (May through

September) if possible. While installation can happen in light rain, staining and sealing must wait for dry weather,

and working in heavy rain makes the job messier and slower. If you're installing pressure-treated boards, they need

3-6 months to dry before sealing — a spring installation allows fall sealing in the same year.

Need help finding a fence contractor for a re-board project? Vancouver Fence Builders matches homeowners with

experienced local professionals at no cost.

Q12

What's the maintenance required for metal fencing in Metro Vancouver's wet
environment?

The maintenance required for metal fencing in Metro Vancouver depends entirely on the type of metal —

powder-coated aluminum needs virtually nothing, galvanized steel needs occasional attention, and

wrought iron or painted steel demands regular ongoing work to prevent destructive rust in the region's
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relentlessly wet climate. Understanding these differences before you choose a metal fence material can save you

thousands of dollars and countless hours over the fence's lifetime.

Powder-Coated Aluminum — Near-Zero Maintenance

Aluminum fencing with factory powder coating is the lowest-maintenance metal fence option available in Metro

Vancouver, and it's not even close. The annual maintenance checklist is remarkably short: wash the fence 2 to 4

times per year with a garden hose and soft cloth or brush to remove accumulated dirt, salt deposits (important for

properties near the waterfront in West Vancouver, Kitsilano, and Richmond), pollen, and organic debris. That's

essentially it. No painting, no rust treatment, no sealing, no chemical applications.

The reason is aluminum's natural corrosion resistance combined with the powder coating's hardness. Even if the

coating is scratched — by a lawn mower, a bicycle leaning against it, or a tree branch during a winter storm — the

exposed aluminum forms a protective oxide layer rather than rusting. Scratches in the coating are primarily

cosmetic rather than structural concerns. That said, touching up visible scratches with manufacturer-matched

touch-up paint ($15 to $25 per bottle) keeps the fence looking its best and prevents the slight white discolouration

of exposed aluminum oxide.

Metro Vancouver-specific aluminum maintenance: Moss and algae growth on the lower rails is common on

fences in shaded, damp areas — north-facing fences, fences under tree canopy, and fences in consistently wet

areas of North Vancouver, Port Moody, and Coquitlam are particularly susceptible. A diluted bleach solution (one

part bleach to ten parts water) or a commercial outdoor mildew cleaner removes green growth effectively. Pressure

washing works too, but keep the nozzle at least 12 inches from the surface and use a wide fan pattern to avoid

damaging the powder coating.

Galvanized Steel (Chain-Link) — Moderate Maintenance

Galvanized chain-link is Metro Vancouver's most common metal fence, and its maintenance requirements are

moderate. The zinc galvanizing layer sacrificially corrodes to protect the underlying steel, and in Vancouver's wet

climate, this zinc layer is consumed faster than in drier regions. A standard galvanized chain-link fence in Metro

Vancouver typically starts showing localized rust spots after 10 to 15 years — earlier in coastal areas with salt

exposure, later in sheltered inland locations.

Annual maintenance for galvanized chain-link includes inspecting for rust spots (especially at the bottom of the

mesh near ground level where moisture contact is constant), checking that tension wires and tie wires are secure,

ensuring posts haven't shifted or leaned, and clearing vegetation growing through or against the mesh. When rust

spots appear, wire-brush them and apply a cold galvanizing spray ($12 to $20 per can at hardware stores) to

restore the zinc protection. This spot treatment can extend the fence's life significantly.
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Vinyl-coated galvanized chain-link (the black or green coated variety) lasts considerably longer in Metro

Vancouver — typically 20 to 25 years — because the vinyl coating provides an additional moisture barrier over the

galvanizing. Maintenance is limited to washing and checking for coating damage where the vinyl has been cut,

scraped, or cracked, exposing the steel beneath.

Wrought Iron and Painted Steel — High Maintenance

This is where Metro Vancouver's climate becomes genuinely punishing. Wrought iron and painted mild steel

fencing require the most maintenance of any metal fence type, and neglecting that maintenance leads to rapid

deterioration that can render the fence structurally unsound within a decade.

The maintenance cycle for iron/steel fencing in Vancouver follows a 3 to 5-year repainting schedule: inspect

the entire fence for paint chips, cracks, bubbles, or rust breakthrough; wire-brush or sand all rust spots down to

clean metal; apply a rust-inhibiting primer (Rust-Oleum or similar) to bare metal areas; and repaint the entire fence

with a quality exterior metal paint. Professional repainting costs $5 to $10 per linear foot per cycle. For a 100-foot

iron fence, that's $500 to $1,000 every 3 to 5 years — amounting to $2,500 to $5,000 over a 20-year period.

Between repainting cycles, iron fences in Metro Vancouver need semi-annual inspections (spring and fall) to

catch rust spots early. Small rust areas caught within a few months of appearing can be spot-treated with a wire

brush and touch-up paint in 15 minutes. Rust left untreated for a full rainy season (October through March) can

penetrate deep enough to weaken the metal structurally, particularly at thin sections like decorative scrollwork, finial

tips, and the base of pickets where they meet the bottom rail.

Post bases are the critical failure point for all metal fencing in Vancouver's wet climate. The point where a steel

or iron post enters the ground or meets a concrete footing is subject to constant moisture and trapped debris.

Annual clearing of soil, leaves, and mulch buildup from around post bases, and application of a rust-inhibiting

coating to the first 6 inches of the post above grade, prevents the most common structural failure mode.

Bottom line for Metro Vancouver homeowners: if you want a metal fence with minimal maintenance

commitment, choose powder-coated aluminum. If you have an existing iron fence and want to preserve it, commit

to the 3 to 5-year repainting cycle religiously — in Vancouver's climate, skipping even one cycle can turn a

maintainable fence into a rust-damaged one requiring section replacement. Need advice on your specific metal

fence situation? Vancouver Fence Builders can connect you with maintenance and restoration specialists across

Metro Vancouver.
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Q13

How do I fix a wood fence that's warping and cupping from Vancouver's
moisture?

Warping and cupping in wood fences is one of the most common issues in Metro Vancouver's wet marine

climate, and the fix depends on how severe the distortion is and whether the underlying cause — moisture

absorption — can be addressed. Cupping occurs when one face of a board absorbs more moisture than the

other, causing the edges to curl upward. Warping is a broader term covering twisting, bowing, and cupping across

the board's length or width.

For mildly cupped or warped boards (less than 6mm of deflection), the most practical fix is to add additional

fastening points. Each fence board should be secured with at least two screws per rail — if your boards only have

one nail or screw per rail, adding a second fastener 25mm from the board edge on each side can pull a mildly

cupped board back flat against the stringer. Use stainless steel or hot-dipped galvanized structural screws (not

drywall screws) rated for exterior use — standard steel fasteners will rust and fail within a year in Vancouver's

climate. Pre-drill the screw holes to prevent splitting, especially in cedar that has dried out and become brittle.

Moderately warped boards (6 to 12mm deflection) may respond to a soaking and clamping technique. On a dry

day between May and September, remove the warped boards, soak them thoroughly with a garden hose, then

clamp them flat against a straight surface (a concrete pad or lumber stack works well) for 24 to 48 hours. Once the

boards have dried flat, immediately apply a quality penetrating wood stain or sealer to all six surfaces — top,

bottom, both faces, and both end cuts. The key principle is that equal moisture exposure on all surfaces

prevents differential absorption, which is the root cause of cupping. When only the exposed face gets rained on

while the back face stays relatively dry against the rails, the wet side swells and the board cups. Sealing all

surfaces equalizes moisture movement.

Severely warped or twisted boards (more than 12mm deflection or boards that have also cracked along the

grain) generally need to be replaced rather than repaired. In Metro Vancouver, replacement fence boards in

Western Red Cedar cost $3 to $8 per board foot depending on grade, and pressure-treated alternatives run $2 to

$5 per board foot. When replacing individual boards, match the species and dimensions of the existing fence —

mixing cedar and pressure-treated boards on the same fence looks noticeably different and weathers at different

rates.

Preventing future warping is just as important as fixing the current problem. The single most effective preventive

measure is applying a penetrating oil-based stain or sealer to all surfaces of every board, including the back

face that sits against the rails. Most homeowners only stain the visible face, which actually makes cupping worse by

creating a moisture barrier on one side while the unstained back freely absorbs Vancouver's rain. A quality semi-
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transparent penetrating stain (not a film-forming paint or solid stain, which traps moisture) applied every 2 to 3

years will dramatically reduce warping. Budget $2 to $5 per linear foot for professional staining of both faces, or $80

to $200 for a 5-gallon pail of quality exterior stain if you're doing it yourself.

Board selection matters for new boards. Flat-sawn lumber (where the growth rings run roughly parallel to the

board face) is significantly more prone to cupping than vertical-grain or quarter-sawn lumber. If you're replacing

warped boards or building a new fence, spending extra for vertical-grain Western Red Cedar (sometimes labelled

VG or CVG — clear vertical grain) will dramatically reduce future cupping. Vertical-grain boards cost 30 to 50%

more than flat-sawn but hold their shape far better in Metro Vancouver's relentless moisture cycles.

For an entire fence with widespread warping, hiring a professional to assess whether individual board replacement

and staining will suffice, or whether a full fence replacement is more cost-effective, is the smart move. A fence with

warped boards, failing fasteners, and unstained wood may cost $15 to $25 per linear foot to repair and seal

properly — at which point a new fence at $40 to $80 per linear foot starts to look like better value. Vancouver Fence

Builders can match you with local fence repair professionals who can evaluate your specific situation and provide

an honest assessment.

Q14

What's the cost of replacing just the fence rails while keeping the posts and
boards?

Replacing fence rails (stringers) while keeping the existing posts and boards typically costs $8 to $20 per

linear foot in Metro Vancouver, making it a cost-effective repair when the posts are still solid and plumb but

the horizontal rails have rotted, sagged, or cracked. This is one of the most practical fence repairs available

because rails fail faster than posts in Vancouver's wet climate — they sit horizontally, which traps moisture on the

top surface and accelerates rot.

The material cost for replacement rails is modest. Standard 2x4 Western Red Cedar rails (the most common

size for residential fences up to 6 feet tall) cost $1.50 to $3.50 per linear foot, while pressure-treated 2x4 rails run

$1 to $2.50 per linear foot. Most 6-foot-tall privacy fences use three horizontal rails — top, middle, and bottom —

with rails spanning 6 to 8 feet between posts. For a typical 8-foot section with three rails, you're looking at $36 to

$84 in cedar rail material alone.

Labour is the major cost component because rail replacement is more work-intensive than it appears. The

process involves carefully removing all fence boards from the affected sections (without breaking them — they're

being reused), pulling out the old rails, notching or bracketing new rails into the existing posts, reattaching all the
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boards, and ensuring everything is level and properly aligned. A skilled fence repair crew in Metro Vancouver

charges $35 to $55 per hour per worker, and rail replacement typically takes 1 to 2 hours per 8-foot section

depending on the number of rails and board attachment method.

Here are realistic total costs for rail replacement projects in the Metro Vancouver market:

Single section (8 feet, 3 rails): $150 to $300 including materials and labour. This is a common repair call when

one section has failed due to a localized moisture problem or a rail that had a defect.

Full rear fence (30 to 50 linear feet, 3 rails): $400 to $1,000. At this scale, the per-foot cost drops because setup

and cleanup time is spread across more footage. This is worth doing when multiple rail sections show rot or sag —

if two or three sections have failed, the rest are likely close behind.

Full perimeter (150 to 250 linear feet, 3 rails): $1,200 to $4,000. A major repair project, but still significantly

cheaper than a full fence replacement at $6,000 to $20,000 for the same perimeter. This makes economic sense

when the posts are sound and the boards are in decent shape.

Important considerations specific to Metro Vancouver's climate: When the old rails are removed, inspect the

posts carefully at the rail attachment points. Moisture collects where rails meet posts, and you may find hidden rot

in the posts that wasn't visible from outside. If the posts are soft, punky, or show significant rot at the rail connection

points, rail replacement alone won't solve the problem — those posts need replacement too, which changes the

project scope and cost significantly.

Rail attachment method matters for longevity. Traditional rail attachment uses a notch (dado) cut into the post,

with the rail end sitting in the notch. This is structurally strong but creates a moisture trap in Vancouver's climate —

water pools in the notch and rots both the rail end and the post. A better approach for Metro Vancouver is using

galvanized or stainless steel rail brackets (sometimes called fence brackets or rail hangers) that hold the rail

against the post face without a notch. Brackets allow air circulation around the connection point and are much

easier to replace when the next rail eventually fails. Rail brackets cost $2 to $5 each and add $15 to $40 to a typical

section but can extend the life of both rails and posts by several years.

Also consider upgrading the bottom rail position during replacement. Many older fences in Metro Vancouver

have the bottom rail sitting just 4 to 6 inches above grade, where it's constantly exposed to splashback, ground

moisture, and soil contact. Raising the bottom rail to 8 to 12 inches above grade — while still keeping the fence

boards low for privacy — significantly reduces moisture exposure and extends rail life.

If you're unsure whether your fence needs full replacement or just rail repairs, a professional assessment is worth

the cost. Vancouver Fence Builders can connect you with experienced fence repair contractors who will give you an

honest evaluation of what's salvageable and what needs replacing.
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Q15

Can I straighten a leaning fence post without replacing it entirely?

Yes, you can often straighten a leaning fence post without replacing it, but only if the post itself is still

structurally sound — meaning the wood below grade is not rotted, soft, or broken. If the post is leaning

because the concrete footing has shifted, the soil has eroded, or the footing was too small to begin with,

straightening is a viable and much cheaper repair. If the post is leaning because the wood has rotted at the ground

line, straightening is a temporary fix at best and replacement is the right answer.

To check whether the post is worth saving, push hard on the post at the base (near ground level) and then at

the top. If the post flexes or moves at the ground line — meaning the wood is soft, spongy, or visibly cracked where

it enters the soil or concrete — the post has structural rot and needs replacement ($150 to $400 per post in Metro

Vancouver). If the post feels solid at the base but the entire post and footing are tilting as a unit, the footing has

failed and the post can be straightened.

The most reliable method for straightening a leaning post involves excavating around the existing concrete

footing on the side opposite the lean, pushing or pulling the post back to plumb (use a 4-foot level to verify), and

then pouring additional concrete against the existing footing to lock the post in its corrected position. Here's the

step-by-step approach:

Dig out the soil on the side opposite the lean to expose the existing concrete footing — typically 18 to 24 inches

deep and 8 to 12 inches in diameter. Use a come-along, ratchet strap, or a temporary brace (a 2x4 staked into the

ground at a 45-degree angle) to pull or push the post back to perfectly plumb. Check plumb on two adjacent faces

with a level. Once plumb, pour new concrete (one to two 30kg bags of pre-mix) against the existing footing on the

side you excavated, creating a larger combined footing that will resist the force that caused the lean. Brace the post

and leave it for 24 to 48 hours while the concrete cures — do not remove braces early, especially if rain is forecast,

as moisture slows concrete curing.

A faster alternative is a steel post support bracket (sometimes called a post mender, E-Z Mender, or Fix-a-

Fence bracket). These are galvanized steel sleeves that drive into the ground alongside the existing post and bolt

to the post above grade, effectively creating a steel splint that holds the post plumb. They cost $15 to $30 each at

building supply stores across Metro Vancouver and can be installed in under an hour. They work best for posts that

are leaning slightly (less than 10 degrees) and are structurally sound above grade. For severely leaning posts or

posts in high-wind areas like the North Shore, steel brackets alone may not provide enough lateral strength.

In Metro Vancouver's wet climate, the root cause of most leaning posts is inadequate footings combined

with saturated soil. When the ground is waterlogged from October through March, soil loses its bearing capacity

and concrete footings that are too small or too shallow can shift under wind load. The minimum footing for a 6-foot

Vancouver Fence Builders — vancouverfencebuilders.com — Generated March 15, 2026



fence post in Metro Vancouver should be 10 inches in diameter and 24 inches deep, with 4 to 6 inches of drainage

gravel below the concrete. Many older fences were installed with footings that are only 12 to 18 inches deep —

adequate in drier climates but insufficient in Vancouver's wet conditions.

Adding gravel drainage during the repair is critical and often overlooked. When you excavate around the footing

to straighten the post, pack 4 to 6 inches of drainage gravel (19mm crushed rock) below and around the base of the

footing before pouring new concrete. This prevents water from pooling at the post base — the number one cause of

post rot in Metro Vancouver. Without drainage, even a perfectly straightened post will eventually rot at the ground

line and lean again.

When to hire a professional instead of DIY: If more than two or three posts are leaning, if the fence is on a slope,

or if the posts are set in heavy clay soil (common in Richmond, Delta, and parts of Surrey), professional repair is

recommended. A fence contractor can assess all posts simultaneously, determine whether straightening or

replacement is more cost-effective, and ensure the repairs will last. Straightening a single post is a manageable

DIY project — straightening an entire fence line requires experience and equipment. Vancouver Fence Builders can

match you with repair specialists who handle these projects regularly across Metro Vancouver.
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Q16

How do I repair a vinyl fence that has a broken or cracked post?

Repairing a broken or cracked vinyl fence post requires replacing the post entirely — vinyl cannot be

effectively glued, welded, or patched once it has cracked or broken, because the structural integrity of the

hollow post is permanently compromised. The good news is that vinyl post replacement is a well-defined

process, and most vinyl fence systems are designed with replaceable components.

The cost to replace a single vinyl fence post in Metro Vancouver runs $200 to $500 installed, depending on the

post size (4x4 or 5x5 inch), height, whether it's a line post or a corner/gate post, and how many panels need to be

temporarily removed to access the post. This is significantly more than replacing a wood post because vinyl fence

systems use interlocking components that require careful disassembly and reassembly.

Understanding vinyl fence post construction is important before attempting any repair. Most quality vinyl fence

posts are not solid plastic — they are hollow PVC extrusions designed to slide over an internal structural support.

The internal support is typically either a wood 4x4 post, an aluminum insert, or a galvanized steel post, depending

on the manufacturer. The vinyl sleeve provides the appearance and weather protection, while the internal support

provides the structural strength. When a vinyl post cracks, you need to determine whether the damage is to the

outer vinyl sleeve only (which can sometimes be replaced independently) or to the internal structural support (which

means the entire post assembly needs replacement).

For cracks in the vinyl sleeve only — typically caused by impact damage from a lawnmower, vehicle, or falling

branch — you may be able to replace just the outer vinyl sleeve without disturbing the internal post or concrete

footing. This requires knowing the fence manufacturer and finding a matching replacement sleeve. Contact the

original installer if possible, as they'll know the brand and can source the exact component. Replacement vinyl post

sleeves cost $30 to $80 for standard sizes. The process involves removing the fence panels on either side (vinyl

panels typically lift out of routed channels in the posts), sliding off the damaged sleeve, sliding on the new one, and

reinstalling the panels.

For structural breaks — where the post has snapped at or below ground level, or the internal support has failed —

the entire post assembly needs replacement. This is a more involved process. The old post and concrete footing

must be extracted from the ground, a new hole dug (or the existing hole enlarged), a new internal support post set

in concrete with gravel drainage, and a new vinyl sleeve and cap installed. In Metro Vancouver's wet climate,

always use an aluminum or galvanized steel internal support rather than a wood 4x4 inside the vinyl sleeve.

Wood internal supports eventually rot even inside a vinyl sleeve because moisture enters through the base where

the post meets the ground, and once rot starts inside the sealed sleeve, there's no airflow to dry it out. Steel or

aluminum inserts are impervious to moisture and will outlast the vinyl itself.
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Common causes of vinyl post failure in Metro Vancouver include impact damage (the most common cause —

vinyl becomes more brittle in cold temperatures, though Vancouver's winters are mild compared to Eastern

Canada), UV degradation on lower-quality vinyl (yellowing and brittleness after 10 to 15 years of sun exposure),

wind load on tall privacy panels causing stress fractures at the post base, and ground movement in soft or clay soils

causing the post to shift and crack at stress points.

Matching the replacement post to your existing fence can be the trickiest part. Vinyl fence manufacturers use

proprietary post dimensions, routed channel patterns, and cap styles that are not interchangeable between brands.

If you don't know the manufacturer, bring a section of the old post (or detailed measurements and photos) to a vinyl

fence supplier. Major vinyl fence brands available through Metro Vancouver suppliers include ActiveYards, Bufftech

(CertainTeed), Illusions Vinyl Fence, and Country Estate. Some suppliers stock generic replacement posts that fit

common configurations.

This is generally a job for a professional unless you have experience with vinyl fence systems. The interlocking

components, precise alignment requirements, and need to handle multiple panels during post replacement make it

significantly more complex than a wood post swap. A poorly reinstalled vinyl fence will have visible gaps between

panels and posts, panels that don't sit level, and caps that don't seat properly. Vancouver Fence Builders can

connect you with fence contractors who specialize in vinyl fence repair and have access to replacement

components from major manufacturers.

Q17

What's the best way to repair a fence after a Vancouver windstorm?

After a Vancouver windstorm, start with a thorough inspection of every post, rail, and panel before making

any repairs — wind damage is often more extensive than it first appears, and fixing visible damage while

ignoring weakened posts or loosened footings will lead to repeat failures in the next storm. Metro

Vancouver experiences significant windstorms between October and March, with outflow winds from the Coast

Mountains sometimes reaching 80 to 100 km/h on the North Shore and in exposed locations across the Lower

Mainland.

Immediate safety steps come first. If your fence has fallen onto a sidewalk, lane, or neighbouring property, it

creates a liability issue and should be cleared or secured as soon as possible. If the fence has fallen on or near

overhead electrical lines, do not touch it — call BC Hydro's emergency line at 1-888-769-3766 immediately. If a

fallen fence has exposed sharp nails, screws, or broken boards, cordon off the area to protect children and pets.
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Systematic inspection is critical. Walk the entire fence line and check every post by pushing firmly at the top. A

post that moves more than 10 to 15mm at the top when pushed is compromised — either the concrete footing has

cracked, the soil around the footing has loosened, or the post has broken at or below grade. Mark every

compromised post with tape or spray paint. Then check all rails for cracks, splits, or detachment from posts. Finally,

inventory damaged boards or panels. This full assessment prevents the common mistake of patching the obvious

damage while missing the hidden structural issues that caused the failure.

The most common windstorm damage patterns in Metro Vancouver include posts snapping at the ground line

(where rot weakens the wood at the soil-concrete interface — the number one failure point), concrete footings

rocking loose in saturated soil (extremely common after heavy rain followed by wind), entire fence sections blowing

over as a unit (inadequate footing depth or diameter), individual boards or panels being ripped off by wind catching

under loose edges, and gates being wrenched open and damaging gate posts and hinges.

Repair priorities should follow this order: First, address any posts that have snapped or are leaning more than

15 degrees — these are structural failures that will bring down adjacent sections. Post replacement costs $150 to

$400 each in Metro Vancouver, including removal of the old post and concrete, new post set in concrete with gravel

drainage, and reattachment of rails and boards. Second, repair or replace broken rails — sagging or disconnected

rails put extra stress on the remaining fastening points and will cause progressive board loss in subsequent winds.

Third, replace missing or broken boards. Fourth, re-secure any boards or panels that are still attached but have

loosened fasteners.

For posts that have rocked loose but haven't snapped, you can often save them by excavating on the side

opposite the lean, pushing the post back to plumb, and adding concrete to enlarge the footing. Pack 4 to 6 inches of

drainage gravel around the base before pouring concrete. This is cheaper than full post replacement ($75 to $200

per post versus $150 to $400) and works well when the post wood is still sound.

Insurance considerations are worth noting. Most homeowner insurance policies in BC cover sudden windstorm

damage to fences under the dwelling or structures coverage, subject to your deductible. Document the damage

thoroughly with photos and video before starting repairs. If the damage is extensive (multiple sections down,

several posts broken), file a claim before starting work — your insurer may want to send an adjuster. Keep all

receipts for materials and contractor invoices. Typical deductibles in Metro Vancouver are $500 to $1,000, so

claims only make sense for damage exceeding that amount.

Preventing future windstorm damage is just as important as the repair. If your fence blew over or lost sections,

the original design likely had inadequate wind resistance for your location. Consider these upgrades during repair:

increase post depth to 30 inches minimum (36 inches for exposed locations), enlarge concrete footings to 12 inches

diameter, reduce post spacing from 8 feet to 6 feet in exposed sections, switch solid privacy panels to board-on-

board (shadowbox) design that lets wind pass through, and add diagonal bracing at corner and end posts. These
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upgrades add 15 to 25% to the repair cost but dramatically improve wind resistance.

For major windstorm damage affecting multiple sections, hiring a professional fence repair crew is strongly

recommended — they can assess the entire fence structure, identify hidden damage, and make repairs that will

withstand the next storm. Vancouver Fence Builders can connect you with experienced repair contractors across

Metro Vancouver, and demand is high after major storms so booking quickly is advisable.

Q18

How do I protect my fence from salt spray damage near the coast in BC?

Protecting a fence from salt spray damage near the BC coast requires a combination of material selection,

hardware choices, surface treatment, and a more frequent maintenance schedule than inland fences need.

Salt spray accelerates corrosion of metal components, draws moisture into wood fibres, and breaks down

protective coatings faster than rain alone — making coastal fence maintenance in Metro Vancouver a year-round

priority rather than an annual task.

The single most important step is using the right materials from the start. Western Red Cedar is the best wood

choice for coastal BC fences because its natural oils provide inherent resistance to moisture penetration and salt

damage. Cedar's cellular structure contains thujaplicin, a natural preservative that resists decay even when

exposed to the constant moisture and salt that characterize coastal locations in White Rock, West Vancouver, the

North Shore waterfront, and Richmond's Steveston neighbourhood. Pressure-treated wood is a budget alternative,

but the chemical treatment that prevents rot does not protect against salt-induced surface weathering — pressure-

treated boards near the coast grey, crack, and deteriorate faster than cedar.

All metal hardware must be stainless steel — not galvanized — within 500 metres of the shoreline. This is

the single most overlooked point of failure on coastal fences in Metro Vancouver. Standard galvanized nails,

screws, hinges, and brackets corrode within 2 to 5 years in a salt spray environment, developing rust streaks that

stain wood and weakening structural connections. Stainless steel (grade 304 or 316 for the most exposed

locations) is virtually immune to salt corrosion. Replacing all fasteners with stainless steel adds $100 to $300 to a

typical fence project but eliminates the most common cause of premature coastal fence failure. Gate hardware —

hinges, latches, and self-closers — should also be stainless steel or marine-grade aluminum.

Surface protection is your ongoing line of defence. For cedar fences near the coast, apply a high-quality

penetrating oil-based stain with UV and moisture protection every 18 to 24 months — not the 2 to 3 year interval

that's sufficient for inland fences. Penetrating stains soak into the wood grain and repel moisture from within, rather

than forming a surface film that salt and rain eventually crack and peel. Look for marine-grade or coastal-rated stain
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products that specifically mention salt resistance. Sealers alone (clear or semi-transparent) provide less protection

than pigmented stains because the pigment particles help block UV degradation, which salt spray accelerates.

Rinsing your fence with fresh water is a surprisingly effective and often overlooked maintenance step for coastal

properties. Salt crystals accumulate on fence surfaces between rainfalls, particularly during the drier months from

May through September when salt spray isn't washed off naturally. Rinsing the fence with a garden hose every 2 to

4 weeks during dry periods dissolves and removes salt buildup before it can penetrate the wood or corrode

hardware. This takes about 15 minutes for a typical backyard fence and costs nothing — yet it significantly extends

the life of both the wood and the stain.

Post bases are especially vulnerable to salt damage because they sit at ground level where salt spray, splashing

rainwater, and soil moisture converge. Protect post bases by ensuring a 4 to 6 inch gravel drainage bed beneath

each post (prevents water pooling that concentrates salt), and apply extra stain or preservative to the bottom 12

inches of each post where exposure is greatest. Post-to-ground metal brackets that raise the wood above ground

contact entirely are an excellent investment for coastal fences — they eliminate the most rot-prone zone and allow

air circulation around the post base. These brackets cost $15 to $30 each and can add years to post life.

Vegetation management around coastal fences also matters. Salt-tolerant plants like shore pine, salal, and

ocean spray planted as a windbreak between your fence and the prevailing ocean wind can significantly reduce the

amount of salt spray that reaches the fence. Even a modest 3 to 4 foot hedge reduces salt deposition on the fence

behind it. This natural buffer is common in established coastal neighbourhoods throughout Metro Vancouver and

serves double duty as landscaping.

Annual inspection is essential for coastal fences. Each spring, walk the fence line and check for rust stains

around fasteners (indicating corrosion), soft spots in wood (early rot), cracking or peeling stain, and any boards that

have cupped or warped. Catching problems early — replacing a corroded hinge or re-staining a weathered section

— prevents small issues from becoming structural failures. If you need help with fence maintenance or repairs,

Vancouver Fence Builders can connect you with local professionals who understand coastal conditions across

Metro Vancouver.
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Q19

How do I prevent my dog from digging under the fence in Vancouver?

Dogs dig under fences primarily due to boredom, prey drive, escape attempts, or seeking cooler ground,

and the solution involves both physical barriers and addressing the underlying behaviour. In Metro

Vancouver's wet climate, dog digging creates additional challenges as muddy holes collect rainwater and can

undermine fence post stability over time.

Physical barriers are the most immediate solution. Install a dig guard along the fence line by burying chicken

wire or hardware cloth 12-18 inches deep and extending it 12 inches outward from the fence base into your yard.

This creates an underground barrier that stops digging without harming your dog. In Metro Vancouver's soft, wet

soil, this method works exceptionally well because the wire remains stable even during heavy winter rains.

Hardware cloth (1/4-inch galvanized mesh) costs $2-4 per linear foot and is more durable than chicken wire, which

can rust in our wet climate.

Concrete footers or gravel barriers provide permanent solutions for persistent diggers. Pour a 4-6 inch wide

concrete strip along the fence base, extending 6-8 inches below grade. This costs $8-15 per linear foot installed but

creates a permanent barrier that also helps prevent fence post movement in Metro Vancouver's soft soil.

Alternatively, dig a 12-inch deep trench along the fence and fill it with compacted gravel or crushed rock. The

irregular surface discourages digging while providing excellent drainage during our wet season.

Fence design modifications can eliminate digging opportunities entirely. Board-on-board fences with bottom

boards extending 2-4 inches below grade create a visual and physical barrier. Vinyl fencing with bottom rails close

to ground level works exceptionally well because dogs cannot grip the smooth surface for digging leverage. Chain-

link fences can be modified with bottom tension wire and landscape fabric or concrete splash blocks along the

base.

Address the root cause of digging behaviour for long-term success. Boredom digging is extremely common in

Metro Vancouver's rainy climate when dogs spend more time indoors during October through March. Increase

exercise, provide puzzle toys, and create designated digging areas with sand or loose soil where digging is

encouraged. Escape digging often occurs near gates or fence corners where dogs can see stimulation outside the

yard. Block sight lines with solid panels or privacy slats, and ensure gates fit tightly to the ground.

Prey drive digging happens when dogs detect rodents, moles, or other animals along fence lines. This is

particularly common in Metro Vancouver properties backing onto parks, ravines, or undeveloped land. Remove

attractants like fallen fruit, bird feeders near the fence, or compost bins that draw rodents. Consider professional

pest control if the problem persists.
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Environmental solutions work well in our climate. Motion-activated sprinklers are highly effective deterrents

and work year-round in Metro Vancouver since temperatures rarely freeze. Install them along problem fence

sections for $40-80 per unit. Scent deterrents like citrus peels, coffee grounds, or commercial dog repellent sprays

can be effective but need frequent reapplication during our wet season.

Landscaping modifications create natural barriers while improving your yard. Plant dense, thorny shrubs like

barberry or rose bushes along the fence line to discourage approach. Install decorative rock borders or raised

garden beds that physically block access to the fence base. In Metro Vancouver's growing season, fast-growing

ground covers like pachysandra or ivy can establish quickly and make digging difficult.

For severe cases, consider professional dog training focused on boundary respect and impulse control. Many

Metro Vancouver dog trainers specialize in yard behaviour issues and can address the underlying causes of

escape attempts or destructive digging.

Professional fence modifications may be necessary for determined diggers. Adding a 2-foot high kickboard along

the fence bottom, installing an electric wire deterrent system (legal in BC with proper signage), or extending fence

posts deeper with concrete footings all require experienced installation. Expect costs of $15-35 per linear foot for

professional dig-proofing modifications.

The combination of physical barriers and behavioural solutions provides the most reliable results, especially during

Metro Vancouver's long wet season when yard time is limited and dogs may be more prone to destructive

behaviours.

Q20

What's the best way to extend the height of an existing fence in Metro
Vancouver?

The most effective way to extend an existing fence's height in Metro Vancouver is to add a lattice, trellis, or

privacy screen extension on top of the existing fence structure — but you must first check your

municipality's height limits, because most Metro Vancouver cities cap residential side and rear fences at

1.83 metres (6 feet) and front yard fences at 1.22 metres (4 feet). If your existing fence is already at or near the

maximum, you'll likely need a variance or development permit to go higher.

Assuming your current fence is below the height limit and structurally sound, the easiest approach is a lattice or

trellis topper. Pre-made lattice panels in cedar or vinyl are available at building supply stores throughout Metro

Vancouver and can add 1-2 feet of height. These are lightweight enough that most existing fence posts can support
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them without reinforcement. The lattice gets screwed into a 2x4 frame that attaches to the top rail of your existing

fence. Cost runs $8-$15 per linear foot for materials if you're doing it yourself, or $15-$30 per linear foot installed by

a contractor. Lattice toppers add visual screening and height without creating a solid wind barrier — a real

advantage in Metro Vancouver's windy wet season.

Post extensions are the more robust option for adding significant height. Metal post extension brackets or "post

extenders" bolt onto your existing 4x4 or 6x6 posts and extend them upward by 1-2 feet. New fence boards or

panels are then attached between the extended posts. This approach costs $20-$40 per post for the hardware, plus

the cost of new boards and labour. The key concern is whether your existing posts are deep enough to support the

additional height and wind load. A 6-foot fence with posts set 2 feet deep is adequate for that height, but adding

another 2 feet of solid fencing creates substantially more wind resistance. In Metro Vancouver's climate, where

winter storms bring sustained winds and heavy rain, shallow posts with height extensions are a recipe for leaning or

toppling.

If your posts show any signs of rot, lean, or instability, extending the height is not advisable. In Metro

Vancouver's wet climate, fence posts that have been in the ground for 5-10 years without proper drainage gravel

often have rot at or below grade level — even pressure-treated or cedar posts. Before investing in height

extensions, check each post by pushing firmly at the top. Any wobble or give means the post needs replacement,

not extension. Replacing posts while adding height is essentially a new fence project and should be quoted

accordingly — typically $150-$400 per post replacement plus the extension work.

For properties where privacy from a taller neighbouring building is the goal — increasingly common with laneway

houses, coach houses, and multi-family developments in Vancouver, Burnaby, and New Westminster — consider

alternatives to fence height. Privacy screen panels mounted on the fence or free-standing, fast-growing hedge

plantings along the fence line (Portuguese laurel and Western Red Cedar hedges are popular in Metro Vancouver),

or a pergola-style overhead structure at the patio area may achieve better privacy than simply making the fence

taller.

Always confirm height limits with your local building department before starting work. If you need to exceed the

standard limit, some municipalities will grant a variance for specific privacy concerns — particularly when a

neighbouring property has been developed to a higher density. A building permit application with justification is

typically required, and fees range from $100-$500 depending on the municipality.

Q21

How do I dispose of old fence materials in Metro Vancouver?
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Old fence materials in Metro Vancouver can be disposed of through municipal transfer stations, private

waste haulers, or curbside large-item pickup programs — but the method and cost depend on the material

type, quantity, and whether the wood has been chemically treated. Pressure-treated lumber requires special

handling because it contains chemical preservatives that make it hazardous waste in many jurisdictions.

For untreated wood fencing (cedar, spruce, untreated pine), the simplest option is to haul it to your local transfer

station. Metro Vancouver operates several transfer stations that accept clean wood waste. In the City of Vancouver,

the Vancouver South Transfer Station and the Vancouver Landfill in Delta both accept wood waste. Tipping fees

for clean wood run approximately $110-$140 per tonne at Metro Vancouver facilities, with minimum charges

typically around $5-$10 per load for small quantities. A typical 100-linear-foot cedar fence removal generates

roughly 500-800 kg of material depending on the fence height and board thickness, so disposal costs run $55-$110

for wood alone. Many transfer stations require you to separate wood from metal hardware (hinges, screws,

brackets) and concrete, which adds sorting time.

Pressure-treated wood is classified differently across Metro Vancouver municipalities. The chemical preservatives

(typically alkaline copper quaternary or ACQ in modern treated lumber, or the older chromated copper

arsenate/CCA in fences installed before 2004) make treated wood unsuitable for burning, composting, or regular

wood waste streams. Never burn pressure-treated wood — the smoke contains toxic chemicals. Most Metro

Vancouver transfer stations accept pressure-treated wood in their general waste stream rather than the clean wood

stream, which means higher tipping fees of approximately $140-$180 per tonne. Some facilities require it to be

separated and labelled. Check with your specific transfer station before hauling — policies vary.

Concrete post footings are heavy and awkward to dispose of. Clean concrete (without rebar or contaminants) is

accepted at most Metro Vancouver transfer stations in their concrete and asphalt recycling stream at reduced rates

— often $50-$80 per tonne or sometimes free for small loads of clean concrete. A single fence post footing weighs

25-50 kg, so a full fence removal with 15-20 posts generates 375-1,000 kg of concrete. Some homeowners break

up concrete footings and use them as fill material on their own property, which avoids disposal costs entirely but

requires a sledgehammer and significant effort.

Metal fencing (chain-link mesh, aluminum panels, steel posts, wrought iron) can often be taken to a scrap metal

recycler for free or even for a small payment. Scrap metal prices fluctuate, but aluminum fence panels and chain-

link mesh have recyclable value. Several scrap yards throughout Metro Vancouver accept fencing materials —

check current pricing before hauling, as it may be worth separating aluminum from steel.

Disposal Options by Convenience and Cost

DIY hauling to a transfer station is the cheapest option if you have a truck or trailer. Key Metro Vancouver

facilities include the Vancouver South Transfer Station (377 West Kent Ave N), the North Shore Transfer Station in
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North Vancouver, the Coquitlam Transfer Station, and the Surrey Transfer Station. Most are open 7 days a week.

Expect to spend $30-$150 for a typical residential fence disposal depending on material type and weight.

Bin rental (dumpster) is the easiest option for larger fence removal projects. A 10-yard bin — the most common

size for residential fence tear-downs — costs $350-$550 in Metro Vancouver for delivery, pickup, and disposal. This

covers mixed materials including wood, concrete, and metal. The bin sits in your driveway for 3-7 days, and you

load at your own pace. This is the best option when you're removing a full perimeter fence or combining fence

removal with other yard cleanup.

Junk removal services like 1-800-GOT-JUNK (headquartered in Vancouver) or local haulers will come to your

property, load the material, and dispose of it. Costs for a full fence removal cleanup typically run $200-$600

depending on volume. This is the most convenient but most expensive option. Get quotes from at least two

services.

Curbside large-item pickup is available in some Metro Vancouver municipalities for free or a small fee, but

policies vary widely. The City of Vancouver does not offer regular curbside large-item pickup for construction waste.

Surrey offers bulky item pickup by appointment. Check your municipality's specific program — fence materials may

or may not qualify depending on the volume and type.

If you're hiring a contractor for fence replacement, most fence contractors in Metro Vancouver include old fence

removal and disposal in their quote — typically $3-$8 per linear foot as a line item. This is often the most cost-

effective approach because the contractor has the tools, truck, and transfer station accounts to handle disposal

efficiently. Always confirm that disposal is included in the quote and ask where the materials will be taken.
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Q22

What are the environmental regulations for fence staining products in BC?

British Columbia has some of the strictest environmental regulations in Canada for exterior staining and

coating products, governed primarily by the BC Environmental Management Act, Metro Vancouver's air

quality regulations, and federal VOC (volatile organic compound) limits under the Canadian Environmental

Protection Act. These regulations affect which fence stain and paint products are available in Metro Vancouver

and how they can be applied.

VOC limits are the most impactful regulation for homeowners choosing fence stain in BC. Volatile organic

compounds are the solvents in stains and paints that evaporate during and after application, contributing to ground-

level ozone and air quality issues. The federal government's Volatile Organic Compound Concentration Limits for

Architectural Coatings Regulations set maximum VOC levels for different product categories. Exterior wood stains

are limited to 250 grams per litre for transparent and semi-transparent formulations, and 100-150 g/L for solid-

colour stains and paints. Metro Vancouver's air quality management framework supports these limits and has

historically pushed for stricter standards in the region. The practical effect for homeowners is that most modern

fence stains sold in BC are water-based (acrylic or latex) rather than oil-based, because water-based formulations

naturally have lower VOC content.

Water-based versus oil-based stain is the key product decision, and BC's regulations effectively favour

water-based options. Traditional oil-based fence stains penetrate deeply, bring out wood grain beautifully, and

were long considered the premium choice for cedar fencing. However, most oil-based stains exceed or push the

current VOC limits, and many popular oil-based exterior stains have been reformulated or discontinued in Canada.

Water-based acrylic stains have improved dramatically in the past decade — they now offer excellent penetration,

UV protection, and water repellency while meeting VOC regulations. In Metro Vancouver's wet climate, water-

based stains actually offer an advantage: they allow wood to breathe and release trapped moisture more effectively

than oil-based products, reducing the risk of peeling and blistering in a climate where fences are perpetually damp

from October through March.

Disposal of leftover stain and empty containers is regulated under BC's product stewardship programs.

You cannot pour leftover stain down the drain, into storm drains, or onto the ground — this violates the BC

Environmental Management Act and can result in fines. Leftover latex and water-based stains should be taken to a

Product Care recycling depot — there are dozens throughout Metro Vancouver, including at most paint retailers.

Oil-based stain and solvent-based products are classified as household hazardous waste and must be taken to a

Metro Vancouver household hazardous waste facility or a return-to-retail location. The City of Vancouver operates a

hazardous waste drop-off at the Vancouver South Transfer Station, and several other Metro Vancouver

municipalities offer periodic hazardous waste collection events.
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Application regulations focus on preventing runoff into waterways and storm drains. Metro Vancouver's

integrated liquid waste and resource management plan prohibits allowing paint, stain, or cleaning chemicals to

enter the storm drain system, which discharges untreated into local waterways, streams, and the ocean. When

staining a fence, take precautions to prevent stain from dripping onto driveways or hard surfaces where it can wash

into storm drains with the next rain. Use drop cloths below the fence line, avoid over-applying stain that causes

dripping, and clean tools in a sink connected to the sanitary sewer — never outside on the driveway or lawn near a

storm drain. This is particularly important for properties near salmon-bearing streams and protected waterways,

which are common throughout Metro Vancouver.

Pressure washing before staining also has environmental considerations. The dirty water from pressure

washing a mossy, algae-covered fence contains biological material, old stain residues, and any cleaning chemicals

used. This water should not be allowed to flow into storm drains. Best practice is to direct pressure washing runoff

onto lawn or garden areas where the soil filters it naturally, and to use biodegradable, phosphate-free cleaning

solutions. Some Metro Vancouver municipalities have specific bylaws about pressure washing discharge — check

with your local government if you're uncertain.

Choosing Compliant Products for Metro Vancouver

For cedar fences in Metro Vancouver, look for water-based semi-transparent stains with VOC content under 250

g/L — this information is printed on the product label and safety data sheet. Major brands available at Metro

Vancouver building supply stores formulate specifically for Canadian VOC regulations. Products labelled "low-VOC"

or "zero-VOC" exceed the regulatory requirements and are the most environmentally responsible choice. For

pressure-treated fences, use stains specifically formulated for treated wood — these are designed to bond with the

treatment chemicals rather than being repelled by them.

When hiring a professional fence stainer, ask what products they use and confirm they meet current BC and federal

VOC regulations. Reputable contractors in Metro Vancouver use compliant products and follow proper application

and disposal practices as a standard part of their service.

Q23

How do I winterize my wood fence before Vancouver's rainy season starts?

The best time to winterize your wood fence in Metro Vancouver is September through early October — after

the summer dry season ends and before the sustained rains of late October through March set in.

Winterizing a wood fence in Vancouver isn't about protecting against freezing temperatures (which rarely drop
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below -5°C in Metro Vancouver) but about preparing the wood to withstand five to six months of near-constant

moisture, wind, and biological growth.

Step one is a thorough inspection. Walk the entire fence line and check every post for stability by pushing firmly

at the top — any wobble indicates rot at or below the ground line. Check for loose, cracked, or missing boards that

will allow wind-driven rain to penetrate the fence structure. Look at the bottom of each board where it meets or

approaches the ground — this is where rot starts in Metro Vancouver fences because moisture wicks up from wet

soil and grass. Examine gate hardware for rust, loose hinges, and sagging — a gate that doesn't close properly in

September will be dramatically worse after five months of rain and wind. Note any areas where moss or algae have

already established — these are the sections that will trap the most moisture during the wet season.

Step two is cleaning. Remove all moss, algae, mildew, and dirt from the fence surface before applying any

protective treatment. A pressure washer set to 1,500-2,000 PSI works well on cedar and pressure-treated fences —

stay at least 12 inches from the surface and use a fan tip to avoid gouging the wood grain. For heavily colonised

fences, a diluted oxygen bleach solution (not chlorine bleach, which damages wood fibres and kills nearby plants)

applied before pressure washing loosens biological growth effectively. After cleaning, allow the fence to dry for at

least 48 hours of dry weather before applying stain or sealer. In Metro Vancouver's fall weather, watch the

forecast carefully and target a dry window — rushing to stain damp wood wastes your time and money because the

product won't penetrate or bond properly.

Step three is sealing or staining. If your fence hasn't been sealed or stained within the past 2-3 years, this is the

most important winterization step. Apply a quality semi-transparent stain or water-repellent sealer to all exposed

wood surfaces, paying special attention to end grain on board tops and cut edges where moisture absorption is

highest. In Metro Vancouver's climate, a penetrating stain with UV inhibitors and water repellent outperforms a

surface-film product because it won't peel or blister when moisture inevitably gets behind it during months of

sustained rain. Apply end-cut preservative to any cut surfaces, board ends, and post tops — this is the single most

neglected maintenance step and one of the most effective at preventing rot.

Step four is making repairs before the rain arrives. Replace any boards that are cracked, split, or show soft

spots — damaged boards absorb more water and accelerate deterioration of adjacent boards and rails. Tighten or

replace loose fasteners — in Metro Vancouver's climate, standard steel screws and nails rust and lose holding

power within a few years, so replace them with galvanized or stainless steel fasteners when you find failures. Re-

secure any loose rails to posts. Fix or replace gate latches and hinges, and lubricate moving hardware with a

silicone-based lubricant (not WD-40, which washes off quickly in rain). If post caps are missing or damaged,

replace them before the wet season — uncapped post tops absorb enormous amounts of water through the

exposed end grain.
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Step five is managing the fence-ground interface. Trim grass, weeds, and ground-cover plants back from the

base of the fence — vegetation against fence boards traps moisture and promotes rot at the bottom edge. Ideally,

maintain a 2-4 inch gap between the bottom of your fence boards and the soil surface. If soil or mulch has built up

against the fence base over the years, pull it back to restore the air gap. Check that the ground around fence posts

slopes away rather than towards the post — standing water at the base of a post during months of winter rain is the

leading cause of premature post failure in Metro Vancouver.

Additional winter preparation for exposed locations — if your fence is on the North Shore, on elevated terrain,

or in an area exposed to strong outflow winds, check that all board-to-rail connections are secure and consider

adding a horizontal stiffener rail to any long unsupported spans. Solid privacy fences in wind-exposed locations

take enormous strain during winter storms. If your fence has shown signs of leaning or flexing in previous winters,

adding diagonal bracing on the back side of vulnerable panels or reducing post spacing with an intermediate post

can prevent a full failure during the next major wind event.

The total cost of a DIY winterization — cleaning supplies, stain or sealer (2-3 gallons for a typical residential fence

at $40-$70 per gallon), replacement fasteners, and end-cut preservative — runs $150-$300. Professional

winterization service including cleaning, minor repairs, and stain application costs $400-$1,000 for a typical Metro

Vancouver residential fence. Either way, it's a fraction of the $4,000-$8,000 cost of replacing a fence that failed

prematurely because it went into Vancouver's wet season unprotected.

Q24

How do I match my fence stain colour to my home's exterior in Vancouver?

Matching your fence stain colour to your home's exterior starts with understanding whether you want a

direct match, a complementary tone, or a deliberate contrast — and then selecting a stain type and colour

from a manufacturer that offers exterior products formulated for Metro Vancouver's wet marine climate. The

best approach depends on your home's siding colour, architectural style, and the natural tone of your fence wood.

The first decision is whether to match, complement, or contrast. A direct colour match — same stain colour on

the fence as the trim or siding — creates a unified, cohesive look but can feel monotonous if overdone. A

complementary approach uses a stain in the same colour family but a different shade — for example, a dark walnut

fence against a light brown or taupe siding — and is the most popular choice in Vancouver neighbourhoods. A

deliberate contrast — such as a natural cedar fence against a dark charcoal home — creates visual interest and is

increasingly popular with modern and contemporary homes in Vancouver, Burnaby, and North Vancouver.
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Getting the colour right requires samples, not guesswork. Buy 2 to 3 small cans of stain in candidate colours

and apply test patches on a hidden section of your fence or on a scrap piece of the same wood species. Let them

dry for 48 hours and view them at different times of day — morning light, afternoon sun, and overcast conditions

(which is the dominant lighting in Vancouver for most of the year). The colour will look different under grey skies

than in direct sunlight, and since Vancouver is overcast more often than not, optimize for how the stain looks on a

cloudy day.

Wood species affects the final colour significantly. Western Red Cedar — the most common fence wood in

Metro Vancouver — has warm reddish-brown undertones that shift the appearance of any stain. A grey stain on

cedar will appear warmer and more taupe than the same stain on pressure-treated pine. Pressure-treated wood

has greenish undertones when new that can muddy warm-toned stains. If your fence is new pressure-treated

lumber, let it weather for 3 to 6 months before staining to allow the treatment chemicals to leach out and the wood

to accept stain evenly.

Stain types matter for both colour accuracy and longevity in Vancouver's climate. Semi-transparent stains

allow the wood grain to show through while adding colour — ideal for cedar fences where you want the natural

beauty of the wood to contribute to the appearance. These are the most popular choice in Metro Vancouver and

need reapplication every 2 to 3 years. Solid-colour stains (also called opaque stains) completely cover the wood

grain and provide the most precise colour matching to your home's exterior, but they can peel and flake in Metro

Vancouver's moisture-heavy climate if not applied to properly prepared surfaces. Solid stains are best for achieving

an exact paint-like colour match but require more meticulous surface prep and maintenance.

For the most accurate match, take a paint chip or small sample of your home's siding colour to a paint store that

offers custom stain colour matching. Benjamin Moore, Sherwin-Williams, and Behr all offer exterior wood stain lines

that can be tinted to match specific colours. Most Vancouver-area paint stores (including those in Kitsilano, on Main

Street, and in suburban centres) have spectrophotometer colour-matching equipment that can read a physical

sample and produce a formula. Bring a clean, unfaded sample — cut a small piece from a hidden area if possible,

as weathered surfaces won't give an accurate reading.

Popular fence-to-home colour combinations in Metro Vancouver neighbourhoods include: natural cedar tone

with white or cream trim homes (classic West Coast look), dark walnut or espresso stain with grey or charcoal

siding (modern contrast), weathered grey stain with blue-grey or sage green homes (coastal aesthetic), and honey

or golden oak stain with warm brown or earth-toned siding (traditional warmth).

In Metro Vancouver's climate, always use exterior-grade stain with UV protection and mildew resistance.

Products marketed as "marine grade" or "rainscreen" formulations perform best in our high-rainfall environment.

Apply stain only during dry weather — ideally May through September — when the wood surface is completely dry
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and no rain is forecast for 48 hours after application. Even the best colour match will look terrible if the stain is

applied over damp wood and fails to bond properly.

If your fence is already stained and you want to change the colour to match a freshly painted home, the old stain

must be stripped or sanded before applying the new colour. Staining over old stain without proper prep leads to

blotchy, uneven results. Professional fence staining runs $2 to $5 per linear foot in Metro Vancouver and is worth

considering for colour-matching projects where precision matters. Need help finding a professional? Vancouver

Fence Builders can match you for free.

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Vancouver Fence Builders. It does not constitute

professional advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any fencing

project. Information is current as of March 15, 2026 and may change. Visit vancouverfencebuilders.com for the latest answers.
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